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I.—Forxrian Po.irics. 


—, 97th April writes :— ‘état mpg a 
THe Sanjivant [Calcutta] of Pag Fox wi ah of Australians have settled April 27th, 1905 
India and Australia. at Mitaina on the eee ”~ sepeweny a | 
engaged in collecting gold-dust there. And yet the same Australian . 
Tonk wa Fadians as foreigners, and do not allow them to enter their one f 
If our Government rol i od ose ow ay the Australians should. | 
ver have dared to treat usilasthey do. 
ore ie wold the settlement of some Australians in Burma in quest Bassas Bema, 
os of gold, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 29th . 
Australians end India.’ § = Apri] observes that had our rulers been the real 
rulers of this country, they would not have allowed such people to enter this ‘ 
country, as the latter do not allow the Indians to enter theirs. He 
3. It may be, writes the Hitavad [Calcutta] of the 28th April, that the = Hitavanr. 
| report of a recent withdrawal of some of the April 26th, l%. 
The Lhasa convention, == Gonditions of the Lhassa convention relating to the 
establishment of trade marts in Tibet is false, as the Government of India says. 
But the authorities have got such a bad habit of concealing facts that many se 
people are still unabie to free their minds completely from suspicion in. the Z 
matter. When Reuter wired that an arrangement was being made to occupy 
the Chumbi Valley for 75 years, the Secretary of State for India denied it. 
But some time after it transpired that Colonel Younghusband had actually 
made such an arrangement, and was only forced ‘to change it by censures 
from the authorities in England. Who knows, therefore, that in the present 
instance also an attempt is not being made to conceal the real state of 
things? Has not the long stay of the Chinese High Commissioner in Calcutta 
brought about any change in the terms of the Lhassa convention? The 
Tibet ‘Mission and the Lhassa convention have led to many a fun, and 
many more may still be expected from them. That the sending of the 
‘Tibet Mission was an act of great indiscretion on the part of Lord Curzon is. 
patent, however hard the authorities may try to conceal the fact. The 
authorities had carefully concealed the terms of Colonel Younghusband’s , 
treaty from the Indians, but the Times of London trumpeted them to the world. 
Lord Curzon perhaps thought that the empire would be in serious danger if the 
terms of the treaty were made known tothe Indians. The result of the 
consultations with the Chinese High Commissioner also will, most probably, 


be published by the 7Zsmes as correspondence from Pekin or Kamachatka. 
What will the authorities do in that case ? | 


4. The Bharat Mira {Calcutta} of the 29th April says that although the Sanat Mirm, 

ties) ia ele ae murder of the Chinesé Amban with all his com- 4? 9th, 19%. 
Chinsea kasham io Ties, panions at Tibet has heen confirmed by news 
received from Pekin, the Government of India 


has as yet no knowledge of it. It remains to be seen what mystery underlies 
the incident. ae | 


5. The Aitavarta [Calcutta ] of the 30th April says that if the agreement. Hrrava v7, 
The Kabul Mission. made by the Kabul Mission with the present Apri! tb, 190s. 


Amir were only what was stated by the Marquis : 


of Bath in the House of Lords, Lord Curzon would not have trled so much to 
keep it a secret. : ie, , 


6. In contradicting Reuter’s er of the 23rd March last announcing jBostama-1-MoxaD- 
: a rising of the Persian Musalmans against th oe 
wine and the Russian merchants of Askabad, the p oedlagy am ace 
Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 1st May 
ce : ey the lowing — Pe 
egram has proved éo effective that it has agitated the whole of 
Europe. Almost all the leading papers of England, isdbuitinng the U sli Pose 
have published it, painting the alleged incident in various colours. Renter's 
esi wand at rag et ~ European Ambassadors at Pekin. sent te 
Bim Lar ms before which led . me, : \) 
er egnina Chi -_ c all the European Powers to declare 7 a 
_ The fact is that the rapid advance of Japan in civilization is ing the Se 
“uropean statesmen lest their supremacy in Asia is not to last long. hey are a 
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therefore trying their utmost to preserve it by putting various obstacles in 
the path of tes progtest, It is ¢ well-known fact that the only country on 
the path of p next to Japan is Persia. It has come to know the secret 
an ess. Thatis why the Europeans will next turn their: eye to that 
country, and why they are trying their best to keep it preoccupied and 
back from improvement. The secret of this policy is to impress on the minds 
of the people of Europe that every. defeat oO! the Russians 18 rousing the 
Asiatics, and specially the Musalmans, against Christianity, and to bring back 
to their minds the recollections of the Crusades. -Should this policy succeed, 
the result may well be perp, eS fs 
Rosman a-1-MUKAD- 7. The same paper deplores the depreciation of the Persian currency 
pas Hancox Masses, ae ted which is causing a heavy loss to the Persian 
a ee oorrem’Y* merchants. The Persian merchants who come 
over to India with Persian coin have to sell it at the bullion rate. The 

Persian Consul ought to give his attention to this matter. cee 
PneNae COT 8. The same paper says that M. Delcassé, Foreign. Minister of France, 
pas HABLUL MaTERN. when revoking his resignation insisted that the 
7 = Serene. Government should follow him in the matter of 
foreign politics, and that it should not violate the law of neutrality during the 
present war in the Far East. The Chamber of Deputies assured him that 

these conditions would be accepted. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


- (a)—Police. 


BRoNnaror 9. The Rangpur Dikprakas {Rangpur | of the 13th April draws attention 
DinPRAkas, to the depredations committed by wild boars ‘in 
Plt saeen ee certain parts of that district. Reference is made to 
the case of en up-country coolie who was attacked by one of these animals 
recently near Kalomati, and who is now undergoing treatment at Kailarranjan 
dispensary. A brood of the young of these animals is also said to have 
quarteted themselves in a purtion of the fields of the Kumar Bahadur of 
Kakina, where they are causing damage to the crops. . ; 

Biravanta, 10. A correspondent of the Hitavartu (Muradnagar] of the 24th April 
April 24th, 1906. | gays that ina criminal case under sections 323 and. 
; The confuct of BB gered Sub- . 24 of the Indian Penal Code in which one Kailas 
‘ipra. SSC-Chasndra Namas was the complainant and Purna- 
| chandra Namas the defendant, Babu Kasi Kanta 
Chander, Sub-Inspector of the Muradnagar thana, submitted a report after 
ge gaye ot de When the case was called on for hearing in the Court of 
Mr. K. N. Mukerji, Deputy Magistrate, the Sub-Inspector perceived -that his 
own report would seriously go against him. The case being partially gone into 
was adjourned on the 8th April last. Kasi Babu took this opportunity of 
effecting a compromise between the parties. Finding some @ifficulty in doing 
this, he reiurned Re. 40 to the complainant through the defendant, which the 
complainunt had been.compelled to pay in the shape of a reward to the syce of 
the Sub-Inspector and depusited with one Purna Chandra Chakraberti Kaviraj. 
The Sub-Inspector also made over the wife of the complainant to him, and thus 
after great efforts succeeded in inducing the complainant’s mukhtar to file a 
compromise, The vonplainant himself was a witness in the case and has 

personal knowlodge of.all the circumstances. : 
rong ll. The Pratijaa (Calcutta) of the 26th April draws attention to the 
Apri 20%, 1995 Crime in Baraker-and ite neigh. prevalence of gambling in Barakar and adjoining 
bourhood. places, as also to the waylaying of and assaults on 
coolies. Reference is also made to a case of theft in a local police thana, where 

two steel trunks full of shawls and like valuable clothing were stolen. 
Raxaron 12. Referring to the.case in hones = ne gi rg -~ mee a 
aBTAVANA, ; respectable inhabitants of the Bhelu village under 
agen oon ee wae ees i” a _ — -station were charged hyd 
_ _dacoity, but. which was afterwards dismissed | 

Baba Banka Behari sake Depa Magistrate, the Rengpur Puiseuha'| Wemxpert 
of the 28th April says that Babu Pyari Pal, the Sub-Inspector of the Rangpur 
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people and hauled them up for trial: 
in the search of some articles stolen from the. 


d Chandmai. There is nothing which the police cannot 
Banka Babu, the Deputy Magistrate, did not give — 
oe yarl Pals i 8 for having brought ‘a charge vst 


pieced Magistrate of Rangpur to: enquire yanravaus 
: 5 th [agi Oo gpur * onqur VanTavana. 
SS ee euenaily ‘ots the case of Pro! in & brothel at April 28th, 1905. 
A murder case in Rangpur. Savebekud. No Sub-Inspector of . Police will be ' 
it. Delay will ruin the whole case. — Oe sai 
we 34, | Tho Babley? Calcutta] of the 26th April says that the pohiee often scaih tio Hb. 
Fs: . uses various arts for drawing confessions from. | 
Confessions drawn,by the police. oonle under arrest. ig are ra ot to 
t if they confess they will be giscliarged from mercy or by being 
> ae on ence. At ine times ate are threatened that a they do not 
confess before the Magistrate they will be taken back to the thana and tortured. 
15. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 28th April reports on the Mimi-0-Supmaxas, 
" : i etocisy of i Koshtia correspondent that, ag, duets 
A case of alleged igreation ot under the oat be ae plaintiffs .in go : ; ole 
ron: a. uaa and cow-killing case (referred to in paragra of the 
-- rt on Native Papers for the week ending the 
8th April), viz., Gopal Chandra Mozumdar, Guru Krishto Behara,. Chaukidar 
Tusta Nihara, etc., a number of local low-class Hindus performed a number of . 
representations in caricature on Chatt Sankranté day last, with a view to offend — 
the religious susceptibilities of their Musalman brethren. Maulvies, Munshis, 
Fir-Paygambars were on this occasion represented in various ways by way of 
insalt to Mecca, Medina and Rasul Karim. ‘The local Hindus are said to be 
offending their Musalman fellow-subjects in various ways. The attention of 
the District Magistrate of Nadia is called to these allegations. we oe 


16. The Bangavast [Calcutta | of the 29th April writes:— - Baneavaa,, 
ee We have said more than once that much care, April 29th, 1905. 
ae of villsge and discrimination are necessary, in the selection of 


the best men for appointment as panchayets. It 

is a well-known fact that those who are honest and well-intentioned will not 
easily go forward to stand as candidates for these appointments. On the 
contrary, those who are power-loving and auxious to lord it over their fellowmen | 
will be over-anxious for these appointments, One of our mufassal-correspond- | 
ents says that many wicked pom are already thinking how, if once they can | 
contrive to become a panchayet, they may be.able to secure a decent income y 
and at the same time exercise great power and influence over mufassal people. _ - oo . { 
Another correspondent says that it is only the rich and the influential persons, i 
as, for example, the zamindars and their amie, most of whom are unscrupulous, 
who will in most cases become panchayets. Even if an. educated and | 7 
conscientious man were appointed he would have very little independence, as he : ee 
would not have the courage to go against the wishes of rich and influential Coes 
people where such exist. In any case, therefore, the new system of panchayets 
is fraught with great. mischief for the villagers, President panchayets have — | : 
been given powers under sections 65, 127 and 128 of the Code of Criminal i 
Procedure, With what formidable powers have they been armad! What a 
protection is thereto the villager against the abuse of these powers? Is i: 
there any guarantee that the President will not make arbitrary nse of. a 
his poss ? Not only has the President been empowered to arrest an’ (person a 
he pleases and to disperse what he considers to be unlawful assemblies, but 
itis proposed also to allow him to try petty cases. Surely a very. grave t 
situation has been created and the peaceful villager now finds himself con- ee 2 a 
fronted by thousands of possible calamities—calamities to which he had 7 : 
hitherto been a stanger. | eae: | tla ae 

We shall offer a suggestion. Let the authorities draw. up a detailed list Ss : 
of the duties of each class of men—the chaukidars, dafadars, the panchayets and : a 
the Presidents,—and let simple Bengali translations of these be circulated among a 
wiegers for srg rec pine ratip ie ae ae 

it.is & most fatal policy to allow the President to sit singly to try cases 
according to his whims. The authorities will ere long find themiselves competed 


’ 
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to change this arrangement and make the five panchayets sit together for the 


Dacca Paaxas, . 17. A correspondent writing to the Dacca Prakas Eton of the 30th 
April 30th, 1905. April makes the following allegation in connexion 
oe a with the selection of a Secretary for tlie panchayets 
of the Mahamudpur union in the Nawabganj thana in Dacca. In the meeting 
which was held on the 9th December last at the: house of Sita Nath Chowdhury, 
a local magnate, Kali Kumar Biswas of Harischandi was the person selected 
for this post. But when, on the 22nd April last, the sanad of appointment 
was received it was found that the sanad was in favour of Iswar Chandra 
Poddar and not of Kali Kumar Biswas. Since then the President of this union 
(Babu Peary Mohan Mukerjee) has made a search, but has not been able to 

trace this Iswar Chandra. ; ) 
Heniieniiie. 18. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 30th April wishes immediate 
Aprill 30th, 1906. : --gecovery of Mr. Bignell from his illness. The 
_ Mr. cr aot Police Commis- mischief arising from drinking and gambling had 
youu considerably decreased during his term of office 
and he made no race distinctions in the distribution of appointments and 

promotions. a 

Darcy Hitavani, 19. The Datly Hitavaat [Calcutta] of the lst May learns from a Lahore 
Moy tet, ImN6. ane newspaper that on the occasion of the recent muni- 
Police oppression in Lahore. = inal election in Lahore town, the voters were 
severely beaten and oppressed by the police, and it was only when a number 
of Musalman voters shewed the spirit of resistance that the oppression ceased. 
The writer savs that the Musalman voters acted quite legally in vigorously 
protesting against the action of the police. Is it the object of the Government 
that the police zhould oppress people so long as they are not driven to 


resistance : 
ieee 20. The Nthar [Contai] of the 2nd May reports on the authority of a 
Mey 2nd, 1905, correspondent the prevalence of gambling in the méla 


Gambling ina méla in Midns- which is now being held at Ajanbari in the jurisdic- 
tion of the Khajurithana.. © =~ | 


cf 


7 (b)— Working of the Courés. a 
a1 2h, 1 21. The Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 26th April alleges that Mr. B. T. 


i Chatterton, Deputy Magistrate of Kurigram in 
yilonetions sgainst « Deputy Rangpur, is a whimsical man who has opened s 


“noor-box” which is proving a source of trouble 
to many a person. 


Sai Sar Visewc 22. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

Basan Povama, Mr. Carlyle’s Circular 27th April, in noticing the recent circular on the 
| April 27th, 1906, epbbaicrs: tage '-  gubordination of District Judges to the Divisional 
a : Commissioners, expresses pleasure at the fact that Government has admitted 


ie the existence of such evils as the incivility of certain Magistrates towards 

1.48 , native visitors and subordinates and the practice of certain other Magistrates 
of habitually borrowing horses, carriages and the like from private persons 
resident within their jurisdiction. But at the same time it expresses & 
doubt as to the efficacy of the proposed control in such cases. For instance, 
innumerable as have been the complaints made against Mr. Carey, both 
in the public yee and in petitions to the Lischenant Governce, what has been 
the result of all these up to now ? 

_ With reference to the opinion expressed in this circular that the Commis 
sioners should not interfere with the i adges’ work, it is pointed out that though 
there may be no direct interference with their work, cases might arise 
where Magistrates and District Judges would disagree about some question, with 
consequent ill-feeling, and such cages will call for the Commissioner's inter- 

ig ference, who will then assert his authority over ‘both J udge and Magistrate. 
a And what the consequence in such a case will be, is a matter to ponder 

4 over, | | 
1g Rreavabl, 23. Referring to the arrangement made by the Government to place 
. eum ar ee District Judges under: Divisional Commiggioners 0 
a yader Divisional Coat certain respects, the Httavadi [Calcutta] 0 the 28th 
ae April says that a better arrangement would have — 


( ‘ “£45 ) 

to give the latter he pur of epi tothe High 
foie Sader the Lage te ne the union of judicial 
pees erg es ‘it ‘is sid 


2 place, even it indirectly, judi 


} the 


of in at task ths former il not dare : 
eee ear sd fo how the Chapra Case was about to be. ushed up 
yi Me. ze now Bir James) \ Bourtillon, he then ies f As Division. _ _ 
The Rangpur Vattavaha [ Rangpur | of ae : ys that VaRTavaHé, 
revently ‘a European na el 1 WHS April 2eb, 1906, 
Apennines Sue in the ¢harved in the Calcutta P in 


Calcutta Poliee C driven a tay ele rt a eee in nae eles 8 G 
16 not a 
on which riding on bicycles is prohibi Wl ech . 


Court, but pret le e i an “4 a 295 9 and was at 
case atives ! 
proceeding be accepted in the of n pulliog down 16 2 — 


5. The same says that Government is 
ws ot poot a ile — drivin a aye? by acquiring 
Rey <orites alek, Depsty a small f land for el serial 
farm ih an gpur. Mi. Abdul 3 alek, : 
otégé of Government, is not very willing to grant proper com ation hy 
the poor sufferers, In soine casés he has ; ogee only a quarter of the ros" 
rice. peThe sufferings of the poor during | rains are indéscribable. 
r. Malek been commissioned to deprive poor pe ople of 3 just calf 
Government might easily have avoided giving trouble to the p ti- 
vators by acquiring uncultivated as well as saltivated land near the 
town. 
26. Contrasting the sentence | 


passed in the case in which a Euror Babexiatt, 


E railway ‘riard named Hewlett charged one Habdar 4?" 
dein and» 6Suropesn’ Khan with having a him at the Budge-Budge 
atation on tlie 


air atook shanged State ae with 
that ate eae in the case in which a European sdldier st 


and wounded a Musalinan cook of lis meas, | “on Femmen 
Soong of the 29th Apfil says that while the native offender whee? 
, who had only teturned the assault which the guard had first made on 
him, was seniténced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment, the Ww = nder 
in the setond case, who had lad tio just eause of provocation Nike the above, 
was sentenced to thte months’ imprisonment only, We do not wi 
the writer, to make any frémark on these Gases; we Test content wit oa 
citing them. . 
27. Referring to the alleged rade behaviour of Mr. rs, Deputy — Bancavast, 
th dont eho we ecco st Rage] as ata = Se Citizen ‘April 20%, 1905, 
ere, Deput -, newspaper; towards a respectable aco reson, 
aa —_ the Bas ngavast ‘(Caloutta of the 29th Apa sa 
that, sonsideting the serious charadter of the 
chatge, the authotities stiould take die iiotice of the allegation and remove 
all misconce pe by publishing the true facta of the incident. The public 


are ausioasly y awaiting the result of the petifion which th ccused i ea 
have submitted to the Chief Gov taided tier bt Assam. . ea is said to 


28. In noticing the ber published in another paper, in which it ig Hiravanra, 


Pia Rem Ritese Gene cones “ logod that one Ram Kumar Gope of dine April 80th, 1906. 


having brought a civil suit against 
Secretary of State for India “tor the - ie + of Rs "600 as ontoematioe 


was dragged to the local police-station and foréed to s blank 
peel Hav +e aan ay Oo bs S0th A pril pate dnascha iit ® 
r n the 8 and hopes that ‘thie District tira 

' sifting enquiry into the matter. ‘i — make sa 


(j\—Jaile,. ee log 3S 
29. The Samay (Calcutta) of the 28th April apénké of thé Hard Rife lea Sawy, 
The by the native inmates of the I April 28th, 1905. 
sa 12, condition of native prisoners regards food, work. and ag ae 


* 


ada This is ig & blot on the Baiah ing in 


” a de np ee s 5% “3 . 
¥ . Ses ws 


Hoe F 
Rh” 
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| (d)— Education. 


Bom Paaxas, 30. The Som Prakas (Calcutta] of the 17th April writes :— a 
_ april 17th, 1906. : ’ The Presidency and Sanskrit Colleges and the 
) A suggestion. attached schools remain closed for two weeks on 


account of the University examinations each year, The students during this 
recess go ‘about si their time, to the great dissatisfaction of their 
guardians who are compelled to pay fees as usual. An arrangement might 
be wade to distribute thise examinations between all the various schools in 
the city. This would do away with the necessity of interrupting the regular 
work of these colleges and schools in particular for such a long space of time, 
31. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 24th April writes :— 
: We are informed that it has been practically 
_géttled in course of the revision of the Universi 
Examination Regulations that there are to be 
three or four text-books for the History course in the Entrance Examination, 
of which students are to select one, and that answers to questions in Histo 
must be given in the examince’s own language if they are to be accepted by 
the examiners. But it may be inquired if the Janguage of the teachers or 
the ‘“‘ Guide-” makers which is sure to be made use of by the examinees under 
this arrangement would be purer than the. language of the text-books. 
The examinees got up by rote under the old system and they will do so also 
under the new. 
Evoation Gasstrs, © 2. The Education Gazette [Chinsura] of the 28th April writes :— 
April 28th, 1905 Religious education cannot nowadays be 
The desirability of combining ¢@ombined with secular Western education in the 
a a ro Eagan jusiruction Government schools. Hence it is found that the 
| = tendencies of lads educated in the English schools 
are just the zeverse of those which are most prominent in lads educated in the 
Hindu ideals, namely, reverence, self-control and the like. It is therefore 
desirable that the Hindu ideals should again be es much as possible incor. 
reps hy into the English education which is imparted in India. The Central 
Hindu College at Benares and the M. A. D. College at Aligarh are proceeding 
on these lines. And in the boarding-houses for Hindus which will rise up 
around the proposed Ranchi College, let not Government be afraid to 
imitate the Benares Central Hindu College and build atemple dedicated to 
Saraswati, with proper arrangements for her worship. Similarly, a handsome 
masjid should be built in connection with the Moslem boarding. Mrs, Annie 
Besant has shown great wisdom in choosing Saraswati in preference to the 
other gods and goddesses of the Hindu pantheon. 
Pen 33. The Sangavasi [Calcutta] of the 29th April publishes a satirical — 
April 29th, 1905. "The proposed tartition of the PC’ bY @ correspondent, in which the writer 
i " takes Mr.‘K. G. Gupta to task for the support he 


Dacca GazBTTE, 


Apell 2th, TOye. A rumoured change in the Uni- 
versity Examination Regulations. 


a gave to the proposed division of the Bengali 
a language into four different dialects. It is also mentioned that the ‘‘ mis- 


a chievous”’ proposal had its origin in Lord Curzon. Humorous examples are 

4 given of the spoken dialects of East Bengal, of which Mr. Gupta is a native, 

. as well as of Sylhet, Tippera, Chittagong, Barisal, Birbhum, Rangpur, Cooch 

Behar, and Bhutan Duar, pointing ‘out what confusion would result if the 
proposed division were effected. Tue last two lines are as follow :— 

. Break up and destroy and cast to the dogs . 

y no man. 


Such is always the fate of goods owned 


4 
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iis iain 34, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 29th April is glad that the well- 
ee oti is _, kuown Pandit, Haris Chandra Tarkaratna, of the 

Pandit ra Protese  ™owne’ §=Mulajore Sanskrit College, has been appointed 


a Professor of the Navadwip Government Smriti 
Chatuspatht in the place of the late Pandit Rajanikanta Vidyaratna.. The 
appointment has given satisfaction to all. 


' ; Banaovas. 85. Referring to the. Government encouragement to the cause of female 
ig pane oe PT education in the Punjab, the same paper observes 
female education in the Punjab. ‘Hat the oriticisms of different sections of the 

community: on the action of Government supply 
food for serious reflection. One section sees jn: this nothing but the mockery 
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been 


tering the branches of a tree which has- alread 
ot for while the education of boys, which is of vil e dilate séneivin 
being restricted under various pretences, the edacation of girls 1s beri 
eto. can | ious critic naively remarks that Govern- 
creased attention. Another ingenious ¢ y on : ; 
‘ nt. conscious that the passage of a current cannot be stopped, is doing | 
wisely b attempting to divert it into a different channel. If the girls are 
oated Leteed of the boys, conferences, congresses and political speeches 
, mr cease to trouble the Government, an additional advantage being @ much 
greater demand for English-made articles of luxury among the educated 
native girls, | ie 
ferring to the favourable attitude of the Government of the 
ey bi } Punjab towards female education, the Hindi 
Female edacation in the Punjab. Po noayasi [Calcutta] of the Ist May observes that 
it is not within the compass of an ordinary intellect to fin out the reason 
for this snddem sympathy of the Government for the education of girls in place 
‘of that of the boys. | | | foe 
" «87... Referring to the fact that the term of the existing Central Text-Book 
ts . Committee is about to expire and that a new 
The Central Text-Book Com- Committee is about to be appointed, the Basu nats 
— [Calcutta] of the 29th April writes as follows:— _ 
The existing Committee was not a ap ted in accordance with the rules 
which were framed by the Government. In contravention of the Government 
rules, there were many members in it who were either themselves authors of 
school-books or had near relations who were such or had direct concern with 
some printing press. A little enquiry by the Government will prove our 
statement, We refer to this only to warn the Government that such a thing 
may not happen again. Another thing tv which we wish to invite the Govern- 
ment’s attention is the necessity of equalising the number of experts in. the 
different branches of study. ‘There is no such equality in the existing Com- 
mittee, and the consequence has been that not unoften books on Science or 
Mathematics were probably sent for examination to an expert in egy A | 
The arrangement by which the Inspector of Schools, Presidency Division, 
is appointed Secretary to the Committee is also objectionable, First, the 
Inspector of Schools of the biggest Division in Bengal must have to much work 
to do as-Inspector to have much spare time for any other work. His duties 


Hinpr 
Baneavasi, 


"May Ist, 1905. 


BasvUMATI, 
April 29th, 1905, 


as Secretary of the Text-Book Committee must therefore be discharged -- - 


perfunctorily. Secondly, as Inspector he is the official superior of a large number 
of teachers: who are authors of school-books and, naturally, may have bias 
against or in favour of particular teachers. Thirdly, the present Inspector has 
some near relations who are authors of school-books, Considering’ all these 
facts, it is desirable in the public interest that the Secretary of the Text-Book 
Committee should be an outsider. . 


It is also to be hoped that the new Committee will not, like the existing | 


one, contain a majority of official. members. The less the number of such 
members the more independent will be the judgments of the Committee. ‘_ 


38. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakas | Dacca] of the 30th April, 


The Dacoa Training School bla as Soee the Hindu boarding-houee. attached 


Hinds bounding bone raining School at Dacca, makes the allega- 
ere _ tion that a disproportionate amount. of the space 
available in this boarding-house (about half) is taken up by the quarters of 


the Head Master of the school in question and his family. It is further alleged 


that the monthly grant of Rs. 125 which Government makes in aid of this 
boarding cannot be said to be quite spent in the interests of the students, since 
quite a large number of these are found to'be putting up with the discomforts 
of the life of an: ordinary mess in the town. . It is suggested that if there be 
yd eed oneet the ee of anacharaniya castes in this hostel, 
De got over easily | uartering the an rantya ar charanty 

omen in different parts of the building. Sic er nig = Ee a cero 

39. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd May gives the present total 


: : - . TRumber, as’ is 
Discouragement of higher edu- mber, as ‘shewn in offical reports, of young men. 


indion te Tene receiving higher education in Indian colleges to 
ld ___. be 19,000. But in 1893-94 this number was 14,500, 
is means that during eleven years the number of students receiving higher 


Dacca Prakas, 


Dalty Hirayani, 
May 3rd, 1905, 
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Daity HiravaDi, 
May 3rd, 1906. 


Day Hrravadi. 


HitavaRts, 
Apri] 24th, 19065, 


Mszpim1 BanpHay, 
April 26th, 1905, 


SanJivanl, 
April 27th, 1905. 


Sri Sri Visunvu 
Paiya-0-ANAaNDs. 
Bazak PaTrixa, 


April 27th, 1905, 


Basvmami, 
April 29th, 1906. 
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ucation increased at the average rate of only 450.8 year. But even this slo 

- was too much for the s ooepaggare S the Universities Act was maid 

aks view to make higher education | more difficult of attainment, ‘What 

can bes greater shame to the civilized English than this? price 
40. The same, paper says that it is feared that a Civilian will he 

appointed as Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, 


, ’ 


The appointment of a Civilian on the retirement of Mr. Pedler. J | 
as Director of Pablic Instruction, precedent, such an appointment, tho h 


ath ee is not her improbable. It is 
not at all desirable that the highest post in the Education: Department of 

the Province should be lost to the officers ofthe department. = se. 
41. The same paper observes that it is inexplicable why there should 


ae not have been established a Medical College in 
elastin” of Medical the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh and the 


Central Provinces which compri 
two lakhs of square miles with a. population of about 6? crores. That this 
should have been the case dur e long administration of Lord Curzon, who 
professes to be a friend of higher education, is indeed remarkable. The 
number of students receiving higher medical training in the Indian Medital 
Colleges in 1893-94 was 850, and in 1905 this number has risen to 1,600. 
The unhealthiness of India during His Excellency’s régime has been at least 

ual to that prevailing at any other time. Nevertheless, not a single new 
Medical College has been established. 


an area of about 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


42. The Hitavarta (|Muradnagar| of the 24th April says that unless the 
ue _ prospects of native doctors and compounders 
District Board charitable dis- attached to mufassal charitable dispensaries 

or managed by the District Boards can be improved, 
no useful work can be expected to be done by these institutions. The writer 
— that the native doctors should have three grades, viz., Rs. 35, Rs. 50 
and Rs. 60 and compounders should also have three grades, viz., Rs. 12, Rs. 15 
and Rs. 20. The attention of the Civil Surgeon of Tippera and the District 
Board authorities is drawn to the matter. 

43. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 26th April complains that 
village Debalpur near Khargpur is being reduced 
to the same condition as the Dhappa fields in the 
suburbs of Calcutta, its vicinity being used as the receptacle for all the 
sweepings from Khargpur. The local inhabitants are suffering great incon- 
venience in consequence. < he 

44, The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 27th April reports that severe scarcity 
of water is likely to be felt this year in the villages 
of Maju, Ghurul, Santoshbati, etc., on both banks 
of the Kana stream in Maju in Howrah. The local water-supply is dependant, 
in the absence of large tanks, only on this stream which, however, is rapidly 
silting up and is already almost dry. | 

45, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

27th April says:— : 
; The Mysore Government has recently sanc- 
tioned a large grant in aid of village sanitation in that State and the British 
Government might with advantage imitate the Mysore Administration in this 
respect. Itis no inconsiderable misfortune that, subjects as we are of the 
Emperor, we still continue deprived of blessings enjoyed by the subjects of 
ordinary Rajas. In this terribly hot weather cries of distress for want of water 
have begun to be heard un all sides. Who will hear these cries? Who cares 
to know that it is want of drinking-water alone which eauses epidemics of 
caclera, decimating the population of any number of villages? ee | 

46. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 29th April has the followiog:— 

Tt is easy to prove that it is not beyond 

Government’s means to remove the water-scarcity 
in Bengal. Bengal possesses a revenue of more 


' & complaint. 


A complaint of water-scarcity. 


The water-scarcity question. 3 


Government and the ‘wate 
uigsinn. 


a 
> 
# 
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Bs i a , pad , ° to her 
han 30 crores of rupees, bnt out of this, not even 6 crores are given ! 
se her expenses and mes than 25 crores are appropriated for other ae 
It is not, therefore, fair or just to say that want of money 18 the obstacle . 
stands in the way of the removal of the water-scarcity of the ‘province. — 
statement like that in any other country, nay in any other part of the British 
Empire itself, would have subjected the authorities to a good deal of harass- 
ment. If Bengal had even been fortunate enough to get for water-supply what 
is given annually to the other reghont of India, she would have been able to 
yive herseif some consolation for the future. But why 18 not the same thing 
being done in Bengul or Bihar that is being done in Guzerat, the Deccan, the 
Central Provinces and Madras? ‘The Secretary of State sanctioned 55 lakhs 


of rupees for the Mandalay Canal alone even in the newly acquired territo of 


Burma. It is only Bengal which never tastes such munificence at the hands of 


the authorities, and there is reagon for this. pe 

The land revenue system of Bengal is a permanent arrangement and it is a 
zamindari system. In Guzerat, txe Veccan, the Central Provinces, Madras and 
Burma, on the other hand, Government itself is the zamindar and any improve- 
ment effected on lend or water brings its fruit to Government in the shape of 
increased revenue. In fact, wherever there is no permanent settlement of the 
land revenue, improvement in water-supply brings profit to the Government. 
In provinces like Bengal or Bihar, however, on account of their permanent 
settlement aud the zamindari system, Government can -make no profit out of 
any other source of water-supply except camals. A few years ago, the 
Government of Bengal had, therefore, proposed a water-cess, but could not 
succeed at the time. ‘What could not be effected at the first attempt* may 
not remain uneffected at a later attempt. But a water-cess will cause 
the greatest zul/m on the zamindar community and, as a consequence, will also 
harass the raiyats beyond endurance. So long, however, as the cess is not 
imposed, the water-scarcity in Benyal will not be removed and the zamindars 
will be blamed by the Government at every step. 

47. The following are extracts from an article in the Datly Hitavadi 

Somcerd bs the 28th April on the question of the 
proposed, Borough Councils for Calcutta :— 
If the Government had spoken out frankly what 
was in its mind, the amount of public suspense would have been less. But at 
the present time it seems to have become a fixed bad habit with the Govern- 
ment to keep the public in the dark about any and every one its measures. 
We might refer for illustration to the attitude of Government towards the 
public regarding the proposal for the partition of Bengal and the Calcutta 
improvement scheme. : 

Many among the public suspect that the Lieutenant-Governor and his pet 
subordinate, Mr. Greer, have already between them decided in their minds the 
particular manner in which these proposed Councils are to be constituted and 
the powers with which they are to be entrusted. And it is. needless to say 
that the action of Government in the present case only ‘adds strength to this 
suspicion. An official majority (composed of Mesars. Greer, Allen; Duke and 
Asutosh Mukerjee) is retained in the composition of the Commission, How 
can we say that we shall not in the present case also witness a farce similar 
z that — in the case of the Universities Commission and of the Police 

ommission ? 


His Honour and Mr. Greer have both expressed satisfaction at the existing 


The question of Borough Coun- 
cils for Calcutta. 


system of District offices, but the public are unable to understand the grounds - 


for such satisfaction. They feel that their condition remains just what i 
— the establishment of the District offices, mre mn ener Ve 
e notice that His Honour has expressed the opinion that the scheme to 
be framed by the Committee ‘should, if possible, beso arranged that. it 
may involve a minimum of interference with existing arrangements.’ We 
consider this expression of opinion highly objectionable. Under the present 
Municipal Act, the administration of the city of Calcutta itself is causing 


DalLy HiTavaDi, 
April 28th, 1905. 


dissatisfaction among the public and a change in that law is being loudly ~ 


called for. If, therefore, the prepa Act is extended to the suburbs and 


Howrah as well, no object. will be gained thereby except an in i 
object. crease in th 
authority of the Chairman. The inconveniences’ to the public will eon 


just where they are and might even be increased. 
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At Serpe ee 

rhaps bring in four other Civilians.in a similur capacity for the 
Fee Ouealle. It will only be adding a new: chapter to the farce of Local 

= ent. | 

7 We us i favour of reform. We are strongly convinced of the desir- 
ability of bringing the saburban Municipalities into line with the metropolitan 
Municipality, and thereby effecting urgently needed sanitary improvements 
i rts. | ee : | 
fn We abe seen the working of both the old and the new municipal law, 
What will be gained by the mere extension of the jurisdiction! of an Act which 
is not giving satisfaction even in its present restricted area of application ? 

We do not wish to see a farce enacted in the name of reform. Let 
provision be made for having unofficial Chairmen for these Borough Councils 
and for the admission into them of elected representatives of the suburban 
Municipalities. | 

48, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 28th April says:— 

, Many people are expressing regret at the fact 
_ The proposed Borough Councils that the Committee which has been appointed to 
mdbeasagnes work out the details of a scheme of decentra- 
lisation of the Calcutta M — tT does not contain any representative of the 
rate-payers of the town. Impartial judgment can, of course, be expected from 
such men as Mr. Bertram and Babu Nalin Behari Sarkar, but it would have 
been a matter of great satisfaction if the rate-payers could send a representative 
or two to the Committee. 

The Lieutenant-Governor has said that, at first the outside Municipalities 
need not, for convenience’ sake, be brought under Councils. But, in our 
opinion, no delay should be made in the matter simply because “the 
revenues of the Councils will have to be completely separated from those of 
the Corporation.” The projected improvements of Calcutta make it nec 
that the health of its suburbs should be improved by bringing them under 
the Councils. The matter should not be left half-done. lf the authorities 
can convince the public that the change will be for their good, they will not 


t there is only one Civilian Chairman in Calcutta. The new 


oppose it. His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor is requested to consider the 
matter carefully. | : 


49. Referring to the proposed decentralisation of the Calcutta municipal 


administration after the pattern of the London 
Municipality, the Basumati (Calcutta) of the 29th 
April says :— cant 

Surely Calcutta will not have a Council for every ward nor will it -have 


permanent aldermen, What is good in the London Municipality will not be 
adopted in Calcutta. 


50. Referring to the proposed division of the Calcutta warenesr 9-40 A into 
_ separate Borough Councils, the Bangavasi | Calcutta | 
oo Oeeeoned Borough Councils of the 29th April says that those who have some 


knowledge of what these Borough Councils are 
likely to be, hold out no hope of redress of what are justly considered a8 
grievances by the inhabitants of Calcutta. If this view is correct, where is 


the necessity of devising this new engine of oppression? Or, is it the fact 


The proposed decentralisation of 
the Caloutta Municipality. 


that Government must do something new ? 


S51. After giving a summary of the Resolution of the Government of 


The Celentta Municipality. Bengal on the proposed Borough system for Calcutta, 


the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 30th April asks 
the Select Committee to deal with the matter in a very careful spirit, as it will 


depend upon them whether or not the surrounding villages of Calcutta shall be 
converted into habitable places. The Committee should not interfere with the 
remnant of independence in self-government. The Committee should devise 
eae by — | both the European and the native rate-payers may be 
52. The Daily Hitavadi LGalontte of the 29th April notices the incom- 

, _ petence of the Health Department of the Calcutta 
ade ~:~ of the Municipality as displayed in its permitting sweet- 
a _. meat shops to expose their goods without cover 
© the dust of the streets, and also in its not having listened to an appeal to 
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remove the nuisance mere by the arg mapa sd the hide-godowns in Fouzdari 
Balakhansa in the Colootola quarter of tne Lap eh eae ee 
“the notice of the Calcutta Municipality offeri 
58. In reference to the not for the destruction of rats, the - Hinds 
The rat-killing notice. Bangarast Neegear 7 of the re “arf ee 
me time the Calcutta Municipality will come to see that: in spite OF mM 
chie billing of rats there is no decrease in the number of plague —_ and no 
annihilation of the rats. | Pa oe : 
ointment of Mr. Payne as the Officiating Chair- 
sg tbe ew ‘Ee of the Calcutta Corporations , the Daily Hitavads 
The Officiating Chairman of the’ [Calcutta] of the Ist May says that. on . many 
Calcutta Municipality. revious occasions the Vice-Chairman of the Muni- 
cipality had officiated for the Chairman. It is, therefore, inconceivable why 
the Lieutenant-Governor has on this occasion appointed a young Civilian like 
Mr, Payne to officiate in the post. . 
53. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 29th April draws attention to the 
: inconvenience which is felt by passengers, specially 
A complaint in connection with fpmules in embarking on the ferry-boats at ebb-tide 
— in the three ferry-ghats at Khulna. 

56. The same paper complains that the lessees of cattle-pounds generally 
house their cattle in what place suits their convent- 
ence, and keep them on half rations. The animals 
live exposed to the sun, wind and rain. The authorities must be ignorant of this 
state of things, otherwise their hearts would have melted at the sight of 
all this misery ! | - tne he 

57. The Banga Darpan [Chinsura] of the 29th April says that thereis a 

| class of people in this country who feel extremel 

Local self-government in Chin- sorry when the authorities tell them and their 
— . fellow-countrymen that the time has not yet come 
when they can be given the privilege of local self-government, They quite 
forget that centuries of subjection to foreign rule have made them quite 
incapable of wielding the powers of rulers and of following the dictates of 
duty. Take, for instance, the case of the Chinsura Municipality. Itisa 
local body whose Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the Commissioners are all 
natives. Yet, at this time, when plague is raging, the conservancy of the 
town is as bad as it can well be. There is absolutely no sign of supervision 
over the work of the paid underlings. But look at the ceaseless activity 
and the indefatigable energy displayed by a European in the di e of his 
duty. This gentleman is no other than Dr. Crawford, Civil Surgeon of 
Hooghly. The ceaseless but quiet running about on his bike of this fearless 
and amiable officer, who knows no rest in attending to plague patients, has 
attracted the hearts of both men aud women, of both young and old. What 
is it to the Doctor if we die? It won’t matter to him more than it matters to 
men when worms and insects die. But he, who has an ear for the voice of 
duty, knows not the difference of colour or creed, | 

58. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd Ma 
writes that owing to decomposed water, whic 


Cattle-pounds. 


Malaria’ and cholera in the 


Rte ary accumulates during the rains, not finding an outlet, 


_ _ Cholera and malaria have almost depopulated 
Bhadiakhola, Brahmandi, Manuchi and ten or twelve other adjacent vi lages in 
the Dacca district. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. — 


59. The Swhrid [Noakhali] of the 25th April makes the followi 
koe ausiie complaints against the booking-clerk of the Noakhali 
a railway station:— (1) When issuing tickets he 
frequently leaves the booking-office, leaving the intending passengers anxiousl 
waiting for him. Many passengers therefore find it impossible to. avail 
themselves of the train for which they have purchased tickets. (2) Many 
passengers are allowed to travel without tickets on payment of some “money to 
che pouring lf . pessenger through mistake pays more than is 
evessary to purc a ticKet, the excess is no : 
attention of the authorities is drawn to the meatier. — ee -— 


Hivp1 Bawcavast, 
May lst, i906. 


Datty Hrravabt, 


May lst, 1905. 


KHOLNAVASI. 


Banga Darmran, - 


April 29th, 1905. 


DalLy HitTavan!, 
May 3rd, 1905. 


na git 


Swapss HitaisHl, 
April 26th, 1406. 


RaTNAKAR, 


April 29th, 1905. 


RaTNAKAR. 


Dal_y HiTavaDt, 


May Ist, 1905. 


BaNkvURA Darpay, 


May lst, 1905. 


DalLy HitavapI, 
May 2nd, 1905. 


Tatty Hitavab. 
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60. The Swades Hitaisht (Rangpur} of the 26th April complains of the 
inconvenience of the pres«nt arrangement whereby 
the up Darjeeling mail on the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway does not take in passengers at those stations after Damukdia 
where it halts en route. Reference is also made to the hardship suffered by 
iedl-clein ngers in being compelled to pay inter-class fare even though 
third-class carriages are available on this train. 

61. A correspondent of the Rutnakar [Asansol] of the 29th An Says 

that the recent changes in the timing of the trains 
on the East Indian Railway have caused great 
inconvenience to Joop Line passengers. The fvllowing instances will prove 
this :— 

(1) No. 17 Loop passenger train leaves Burdwan shortly before the 
arrival of No. 2 Punjub mail and No. 6 Express trains at the 
station. Lvop Line passengers coming by the latter trains have 
therefore to wait for No. 13 train till 10 a.m. i | 

(2; No. 18 Loop wixed train leaves the Khana Junction station five 
minutes before the arrival of No. 24 local train. In fact, the 
Loop mail in the evening is the first available train on the Loo 
Line for passengers coming by No. 24, No. 12, No. 16 and No, 4 
trains. 

(3) No. 14 mixed train arrives at Khana Junction at 16 hours 19 minutes 
—11 minutes after the departure of No. 11 passenger train from 
the stution. Up passengers coming by the former train have 
therefore to wait till 5-40 P.M. before they get a train. 

62, The same paper says that the inconveniences of third-class railway 
passengers in India will be removed only if 
Government can compel Railway Companies: to 
follow its advice. Their request will be of no 
| avail, | 
63. Writing in the Daily Hitavadi ! Calcutta] of the Ist May, Babu 
' Braja Nath Dhar, No. 416, Canal West toad, 

Ultadingi, Calcutta, says that on the 27th March 
last he sent a basket of fruits to the Latu station on the Assam-Bengal Railway 
for a friend of his. But when that gentleman opened the parcel in his house 
he found that the greater part of the fruits had been stolen. The Station- 
Master, on being asked about the matter; said that he knew nothing of it. 
Such thefts on the railway are frequent. Will not the authorities enquire 
into the matter ? 

64. The Bankura Darpan (Bankura) of the Ist May says that the number 
of passenger trains on the Midnapore-Jheria 
Railway, which is two at present, one up and one 
down, should be increased to four. Under the present arrangement of trains 
on the line, the recent abolition of the night passenger train on the East Indian 
Railway has caused great inconvenience to passengers from the 24 Parganas. 
Hooghly and Burdwan districts to Bankura. ‘The stations on the line,. roofed 


A railway complaint. 


A railway complaint. 


Inconveniences of _ third-class 
railway passengers. 


A railway complaint. 


The Midnapore Jheria Railway. 


with corrugated iron, are most ugly and uncomfortable. The station platforms 


are very low. There are no separate waiting rooms for females at the 
stations, and at many of them there is no arrangements for supplying drinking- 
water to passengers. The line is not fenced. Return tickets are not issued 
for inter-class passengers. | 
65. A correspondent of the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd May 
complains that the booking-clerk of the Teesta 
j railway station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
is seldom seen in the booking-office at the time when No. 71 up mixed train 
arrives there, and consequently passengers often find it impossible to proceed 
by te train. The attention of the Railway authorities is drawn to the 
matter. | 
66. A correspondent of the same paper complains that out of ten boxes 
Coe es a ee ghee booked from Darbhanga to Rampur Hat on 
Indian Railway. the 2nd February last, four boxes were, according 


S to the Officiating Traffic Superintendent of 
a ge, “stolen at Mokameh Ghat.” The name of the consignee was 
bu Madhusudan Mandal. The Traffic Superintendent says he ‘ reprobated 


A railway compleint. 
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the consignee’s claim on the strength of the risk-note held.” No proper — 


to have been made, nor did the Railway Police do anything. 
ernment be pléased to take notice of the incident? — 


wTZ8 


lei ie (A)\—General, 
° -Buhrid [Noakhsli] of the 25th April says that the pressure of 
rt oe ca ut eerie the Noakhali post office is so great that 
pa wnticioney Ot te. «even two more additional clerks would hardly be 
oe able to cope with it. It is surprising therefore 
that the Postal authorities are indifferent to the matter. 


68: The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 27th April writes:— 
\ cesiacadeia wi ocontly a local dealer in clocks and watches, 
a saat acting under instructions from a clerk in the 
Mymensingh post office, despatched to his address a clock per V. P. post. The 
clerk paid for and accepted the ‘parcel, and then wrote a letter to the Presidency 
Postmaster, the purport uf which was that the clock that he had received was 
not the kind of thing he had asked for, and prayed therefore that the money- 
order which he had sent as the price of the clock in pesca might not 
delivered to the addressee dealers. The Presidency Postmaster accordingly 
informed the dealers of the contents of this letter, who thereupon wrote to the 
clerk that the clock which had been sent to him was a more valuable one than 
that he had asked for. The clerk has not since thought fit to send any reply 
to this representation of the dealers, but is using the clock all the same. At 
the same time the Presidency Postmaster refuses to deliver the money sent by 
money-order to the dealers. . It is understood that the dealers intend setting the 
law in motion in regard to this case. | : 

69. In connexion with the system of hourl deliveries introduced 
into Calcutta by Mr. Owen, the same paper 
- complains that the letter-boxes are not regularly 
opened hour by hour according to rule, nor consequently are _ letters 
delivered to addressees in proper time. Reference is made to the followiny 
specific illustration. A post-card was recently posted in the Ahiritola post 
office letter-box at 1-15 p.m. This post office is under the jurisdiction of the 
Beadon Square post office. This card was actually delivered to the addressee at 
5 P.m., and the most curious part of it all was that though it d through the 
Beadon Square post office prior to its passing through the Simla post office (the 
latter being the actual 7 Office), it was found that the stamp of the Beadon 
Square office was 3-30 P.m., that is, half an hour later than the stamp of the 
Simla office, which was 3 P.m. : 

70. The Srt Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 

gg gee eR es tag 27th April writes :— | iar M Sia 
- hen a sender sends notes, ornaments or similar 
valuables through registered post, the office does not t full néi- 


A postal complairt. 


Nava Yu6, 


April 72th. 1905, 


Nava YuG, 


Sai Sar VisHNU 
Priva-0-ANANDA 
Bazar PaTRixa, 


April 27th, 1905. 


bility for their safe transmission. But the post office may be held accountable 


in the case of insured registered envelopes. But at present there is no rule by 
virtue of which the Postmaster may personally inspect the goods insured in 
order to get an idea of their value. the absence of: such a rule defrauda the 
si office in two ways—(1) often the value of the insured article is stated at a 
arger figure than the actuals, in which case, if the article is lost, the post office 
has to pay more than the proper compensation ; (2) in other cases, in order to 
yar small an insurance fee as possible, the value of the article is under. 

It is desirable therefore that there should be a rule to enable the Post- 


- ‘Master in such cases to see the things to be insured for himself , 
is stated by the sender. a aes Bice = eine 


71, The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 29th April says that one-pice postal 
Ailes : stamps should be sufficient for receipts frees . 

_ _ A suggestion. p post 
papers posted therein. It i eed . Postal’ praecr eo a Sa weet 
» en. 18 - iO e e ‘osta t Fb 4 . age Kia : 
sion to the public. ees i — eee —_ this eres 


RaTwakaB, 


April 29th, 1905, 
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Dats Hreavant, “The Daily Hitavadi [Valcutia} of the 29th Aprilnotices:the: : 

April 29th, 1906. = : seiaghaiats veeiaas ‘the .Helan pest ane rmear 

we  Khanekul in ‘the -Arambagh § subdivision. of 

Hooghly :— 

(1) Letters, etc, are delivered by the peon only on two days of the 
week, #.¢., Fridays and ae ote 

(2) The letters, etc., are often not delivered to the individual addressees 
at all, but left in a shop or pathsala'in.a central position, there 
to be inquired for and taken delivery of by the addressee 
personally. - | < 

(3) The Postmaster does not keep his office = except for two hours 
after 2 P.M. when the mail arrives, He is— often in -the 
habit of leaving his post and visiting his native village for two or 


f 


three days at a stretch. 
Baweavast, 73. A correspondent of the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 29th April com- 
April 29th, 1905. tidied eect plains of inconvenience to the public owing to 
Pe , there being only one peon.in-the newly established 


post office at Bartollahat in the 24-Parganas. The attention of the Postal autho- 
rities is also drawn to the importance of the extension of money-order and 
registration facilities to the above post office. 


Dame Sevavast, 74. ‘A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadt [Calcutta] of the lst May 

— P a, says that since the last rainy season the mail:frem 

fecpttaees ae; Calcutta to Sahajadpur, Purjana, Sthal, Salap - and 

other villages in the Pabna district is unusually delayed, the delay sometimes 

extending to even four or five days. Repeated applications ‘to the Postal 

authorities in the matter have proved ineffectual. It is rumoured that the 

- number of postal runners in the area in question has been reduced and hence 
the delay in carrying the mail. 


Dany Hrravant, 75. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd May 
Mey 2nd, 1905. complains of great inconvenience to the public 
owing to the want of a peon in the newly estab- 


lished post office at Serandi in the Birbhum district. 


DamstRwavant, 76. A-correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd May 
—e complains that for eight years the public have 
eo suffered great inconvenience owing to there bei 
no peon in the Susuni post office in the Burdwan district. It 1s to be honed 
that steps will be taken early to remove this inconvenience. | 


BourDwan SanJivanl, 77. The Burdwan Sanjivant [ Burdwan | of the 25th oo nrgpy 2 oe i. 
April 25th, 1906. ' Gevernment desires to see its grant of 20. 0 
qpnTe Ser rupees for agricultural improvements in _ the 


A postal complaint. 


country turned to good 7 , it should devote the money towards giving 
practical training to agriculturists in .euch subjects as manuring, ploughing, 


etc. There are many .students of the Cirencester College in the service of 
the Government. They.should be employed to.do the needful in .the matter. 
There are many..experimental farms. in.the country, but the cultivators derive 
no benefit from them. There is, for-example, such a farm at Burdwan, | but 
we, says the writer, do not know of any benefit which it.has.done to the 
agriculturists in the district. Tho Superintendent of the farm writes .a report 
on its working every;year, but that is.published not in the local: papers but.im 
the Calcutta Gasette. If we,.says the writer, can get a-copy of the report we 
ean try to: circulate it in the mufassal and induce cultivators to, go to the farm 
and see its working. ‘What agricultural improvement can .be .expegted unless 
the practical work of the farms is shown to agriculturists ? 


Sanat, 78. It is said, writes the Samay [Calcutta] of the 28th ‘April, that 
ieassaepsaaaeie a OM ; Government is trying to resuscitate and improve the 
wae arts en¢ Indian arts and industries. But ‘whenever ‘one 


. turns one’s eyes to the actual-work done by the Gov- 

ernment one is led to doubt this, For instance, when the proposal was first 
made to establish an ultural institute at Pusa, people thought 

ernment really intended to teach them higher methods of,agriculture. But 
they had to give up this idea when they saw the institute 
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guidance and) direction of, » few. Europeans who-are altogether inexperienced 
in Indian agriculture. 


79, ‘The Daily Hitavadi (Ualoytts) of the 28th April writes: sagen su, 1908, 


The Home charges. ard e oop — haar ey ra 
for 1904-05, which have been recently pu : India Oftice. 
i anpeer tens these accounts that during the past year, the Secretary: of 


State spent 36 crores 55 lakhs on behalf of the fg en ge ey This sum 


i obtained from the Indian treasury. And what have Indians got 
teed “England in exchange for these 364 crores in 1904.05 ?' It will be said 
that we profit by. government in lieu of these Home :o ng poss ! ask, 
in what respects have our and comforts inereased during Lord Curzon's 
administration? ‘The proposed partition of Bengal, the proposed splitting up 
of the Bengali language, the Universities Act, the scheme of :police. reform, 
the increase in the military charges, the Official Secrets Act, the restriction 


of Local Self-Government,—all these have only added to our anxiety and 
harassment. And in addition to all this we are to pay 36} crores instead of 


25 crores as before. | ae é 
80. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 28th April says that the tailor against 
whom :Mr. Shout, the Deputy Magistrate of 
Hooghly, had a warrant-issued a second time -has 
been led by fear to sign’a contract in which he has stipulated to do work for 
Mr. Shout for one-year. Thus Mr. Shout’s purpose having been gained he 
refrained from producing in Court his evidence against the tailor, and conse- 
uently the case against the latter was :dismissed. Will the Lieutenant- 
oversee consider whether Mr. Shout was right in thus forcing the tailor to 
make a contract of service with him ? : Soe 


81. The Mih r-o-Sudhakar | Calcutta] of the 2&th April writes :— 

Lord Curzon has given us a real cause of 
pleasure by permitting four Cadets of ruling 
families to obtain commissions in the Army. His Excellency has by:these 
appointments earned the special thanks of the Indian public. 


82. It appears, says the Aitevadi (Calcutta) of the 28th April, that the 
os rumour of a friction between Lord Kitchener and 
vec t Slr Edmond Elles, the Military Member of ‘the 
Government of India, is not altogether unfounded. It is not at all desirable 
that the Commander in-Chief’s power should be uncontrolled. However able he 
may be, Lord Kitchener has not much Indian experience. It is, therefore, the 


The Shout case at Hooghly. 


Commissions for Imperial Cadets. 


» Af 
se $0 


Dam Hrravant, - 


Hrravabt, 
April 28th, 1905. 


~Hirravani, — 
April 26th,1 


duty of the Government of India to see that his actions suit the conditions of | 


the country. The Standard, the Dasly Express, and other newspapersin England 
are urging the authorities to satisfy. Lord Kitchener. But what.cause can 
His Excellency have for dissatisfaction? Nobody has ever been heard’ to say 
that the present military system in India is unworkable. 
83. The Hitavaria (Calcutta) of the 30th April has the following re ing 
the message from the correspondent .of.the Daily. 
.elegraph about. the alleged resignation of. Lord 
| : Kitchener :— | 
We wonder why this news should have been published by a London paper 
when there are so many sycophant An si loslean papers «in. this country. 
The .Government of India having supported the Military Member, the ‘tug - of 
war is now between Lord Kitchener and Lord.Curzon. :Both are full of energ 


‘Lord Kitchener's resignation 


Hriravarta. 
April 30 h, 1906. 


and ‘both have influential friends in England. We therefore.await the result . 


of-this Kitchener Curzon duel. , | 
Bigg Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 30th April has also noticed .the. above 
84. Referring to the pind ‘ oe page of State for: India: to an 
os oe interpeliation in Parliament about the Universiti 
in Pesuiversitios Validation Act Validation Act, . the: Hilavads [Calcutta } "a the 


28th April says that e 
not like to interfere with Lord ‘Tesale | wake, Hane His Exoellency Meg 


tained the fear of. being censured. by the authorities in England 
have dared to Pac | unanimous public protest:in India. mveithios Seeot “a 


Buarat Mirna, 
April 30th, 1906. 


Hiravabi, 
April 28tb, 1906. 
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’ the recent earthquake in the Kangra 
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' opposition offered by t 
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85. Referring to the Secretary of State’s reply to the question of 4 


Member of Parliament regarding the Universities 
on the Univer- Walidation Act, the Httavarta ‘(al cutta} of the 
80th April observes that if Lord Curzon had an 
fear of a reprimand from the authorities in Englan 4 
he would not have dared to disregard so often the protests from the people 
of this country. : 

86. The rumour, says the Basumati [Calcutta ) of the 29th April, that the 
; attention of the authorities is being almost wholly 
Barthquake relief. directed to the relief of the European sufferers from 
Valley and that the wants of the native 
sufferers are being left unattended to, has greatly agitated our minds. If the 
rumour is true, it is a matter of great disgrace to the Government. Will the 
distinction between white men and black men be observed even in times of 
calamity ? : ars 
87, Referring to the statement contained in the letter of the London 
correspondent 2. Amrita Bazar Patrika that 
Alleged official attempt at inter- the strongest official pressure was put upon the 
aaa, wes spenehenh of the late Town Hall protest mesting in 
Calcutta to induce them to stop the meeting, the 
Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 29th April says that most persons expect that 
there will be an authoritative contradiction of the above. 
88. Referring to the grant of 14 lakhs for the reclamation of the 
Sunderbuns sanctioned in the current Budget, the 
a of the Sunder. Fhylnavasi [Khulna] of the 29th April draws 
page attention to the following hardships of life under 
existing conditions in the Sunderbuns clearings :—(1) Scarcity of drinking. 
water, (2 prevalence of cholera and dysentery caused by drinking salt-water 
and breathing sea-air charged with saline matter, and (3) fear of tigers and 
wild animals. It is suggested that the grant referred to above should be 
utilised in removing these particular hardships. 
89. The Datly Hitavads Servag’ of the 29th April notices a complaint 
that the Registrar of the Judicial and General 
a Joe oe oer Departments of the Bengal Secretariat and the 
esetted holidays, © = authorities of the Correspondence Branch of the 
office of the Examiner of Public Works Accounts 
es Ag their clerks to attend their respective offices during the late Good 
Friday holidays. . 
¥0. Referring to the proposal of improving the sanitary condition of the 
' Puri town and of levying a cess upon the Puri 


sities Velidation Act in Parlia- 
ment. 


phe proposed taxation of the pilgrims to meet the necessary expenditure, as 


ri pilgrims for the improve- 


ment of the Pari town. contained in the Bengal Administration Report 


for 1908-04, the Banguvasi [Calcutta] of the 29th 
April says that to tax the pilgrims for this purpose is open to very serious 
objection. The proposal has been condemned by the whole country, snd it 
is a wonder that the authorities have not yet abandoned it. Itis to be hoped 
that Government will yet consider the matter before finally deciding upon it. 
91. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 1st May has the following :— 
a From the Administration Report of Bengal for 
the Par net improvement of 1903.04 it appears that the cost of the proposed 
_ improvement of the Puri town is to be met by 
levying a tax upon paactien although the authorities are fully aware of the 
e people of India when the tax was first proposed to be 
levied. Government must have heard of the resolution of the Sanyasis’ 
Association assembled at Benares, but the authorities have not yet given 
| the idea of a further attempt in that direction. It is to be hoped that the 
officials will give up the idea. The people have nut understood the object of 
the cleansing of the sacred tanks in Pari. | 
92. Commenting upon omg ceuroranment remarks on the moral \of - 
_ the Native Press, the Htavarta {Calcutta} of the 
eu mage tome of the Metive. S00, April observes as follows:— ut 
ae ; We mean to deal with the question of the merits 
and demerits of the Native Press in a separate issue. We ask the Lieutenant- 
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‘t Hi ; he publicity given 
f B to say, if His Honour is annoyed at the pu 

ae "Bailes Pace to the high-he nded doings of his subordinate officers, way 
does he not at once punish such officers ? What measures has His pape ea en 
to reform Mr. Carey, against whom the Native Press has written 80 often ‘ 
93. Referring to the question of the separation of Bihar from Bengal, 

the same paper says that the impression of the 

The territorial redistribution of Biharis that the people of Bengal are in favour 
mn of such a separation is totally wrong. The people 
of Bengal do not want to have Bihar separated from Bengal. It is to be huped 
that Lord Curzon will not separate Bihar from Bengal against the wishes of its 


people. 
III,— Leaisiation. 


' 94. The Sanjtvans [Calcutta] of the 27th April writes:— _ ne: 
There is a ruling Providence in the universe, 
The Assam Labour Laws. and no man who commits sin may escape the 
eonsequences of his act, The tea-planters are now reaping the bitter fruit of 
the sin which they committed along with Government in having such a law 
as the coolie law passed. he. 

There is quite a large number of tea-gardens in the four districts in 
which Mr. Fuller proposes that the existing law should continue in force. 
Until the Act is abolished from these districts also, the coolie’s apprehensions 
will not be full 
suggestion therefore is that the coolie law be entirely done away with. 

95. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 29th April has learnt that Mr. 

uller, the Chief Commissioner of Assam, has now 
come round ‘and has modified his opinion re- 
garding the present Assam Emigration Act. This 
change is due first to the fact that coolies are no longer willing to go to 
Assam in-spite of the large amount which the mors spend annually for 
recruiting by means of the numerous agencies employed for the purpose. The 
coolies have riow come to know how the arkatis take them to certain ruin 
by offering them’ various inducements which turn out to be false. Secondly, 
itis due to the power of arrest without a warrant given to the planters by 
the present law. Mr. Fuller is therefore of opinion that this power of arrest 
should be withdrawn, except from the planters of some specified districts, 

The paper is against any exceptions and recommends the repeal of the 
Act altogether. The systems of Jegar and coolie-recruiting are the two blots on 
British Administration, and the sooner they are done away with the better. 

96, Referring to the remarks contained in the General Administration 
Report for 1903-04 regarding the relations 
between the zamindars and their tenants and the 
| necessity for an amendment of the Tenancy Act, 
the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 30th April says that the way in which the said 
Act is proposed to be amended is not likely to éffect the object of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. It is feared that such a measure may give rise to 
further disputes between the zamindars and their tenants, The Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce has done well in publishing its own views onthe subject. 


It . has be hoped that Sir Andrew Fraser will proceed cautiously in this 
matter. 


Mr. Fuller and the Assam 
Emigration Act. 


The proposed amendment of 
the Tenancy Act. 


IV.—Narive States. 


97. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 29th April, in noticing the 


The Resident at Jodhpur. earns O a J a " Resident at 
~ fad odnhpur, on leave, remarks that } 
State, but after ruining Maharaj Arjan Singh, ai oe left the 

98. Referring to the resolution of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation 


eee to make a present of the value of Rs, 20,000 
Native prince : hai to t 
the Prince of Entel sapling — Re pr of Wales on the occasion yr 
| : eir Koyal Highnesses’ visit to Indi , ’ 
£itavadi ( Calcutta] of the 1st May se that the King’s order i "a aust 


n the matter i 
going to be evaded by putting a perverted interpretation on it. The example 


quieted and he will still continue to avoid Assum. ‘The > 
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* the Calcutta Municipality is being followed in many places. When such is 
rs pobre of the scpeneelilives of Local Self-Government in the country to 
give presents to their Royal Highnesses, would the native princes, who are 
merely puppets in the hands of Lord Curzon, remain inactive? When these 
rinces scbiccibed, with smiling faces, large sums of money for the Victoria 
emorial Hall, the Delhi Darbar, the Imperial Service Troops, etc., immediately 
after a great famine in Indfa, it is inconceivable that the will not show an 
est desire to give pers totheir Royal Highnesses. Specially when India 

is said to have unusually prospered during Lord Curzon’s régime, why should not 
the gifts be more magnificent than those on & similar occasion before? When 
the present King came to India as Prince of Wales it was ruled that the value 
of presents given to him should in no case exceed Rs. 30,000. But presents 
worth four and-a-half lakhs of rupees were given and accepted. It cannot 
therefore be said that if presents are given on the coming occasion, they will 


not be accepted. 


VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


99. The Pailivast (Kalna] of the 19th April writes :— | 

The people of India have always been loyal 
and accustomed to look on their King as a divine 
Koes personage. But English education has opened their 
minds to newer ideas. The English people have made their King a part of 
themselves. In England the subjects possess almost concurrent authority with 
the King in matters of government. And the same King, Edward VII, rules 
both over the powerful British population and the helpness Indian population. 
It is therefore that the Indians desire a part at best of the peace and comforts 
enjoyed by the English. But such a desire, however natural, is founded on a 
mistake. The English, whatever they may do in their own country, are in our 
country all equally to be respected and are all equally members of the ruling race. 
It is madness for usto aspire to equality with the English. But the strong 
wine of English education has poured: its dose of the ‘‘fellow-subject ” idea 
into the minds of the Indian public, intoxicating them and setting up a current 
of feeling which it is difficult to resist. If Sanskrit education is again revived 
throughout the country, then perhaps ten years hence Lord Curzon may come 
back and see that the Indian people know no other way of approaching their 
rulers except by salutes and prayers of welcome. 

100. The Somaprakas Calcutta] of the 24th April has the following :— 

What are our wants? Why are our speakers 
so busy in telling people that they are worse off 
than before? Do they not see that many wilds 
have been turned into prosperous towns? Formerly there were only a few rich 
men who could afford to have carriages drawn by horses, the majority being 
content with carts drawn by cattle. But now everybody rides carriages drawn 
by horses, We now find that even women of the poorer classes wear valuable 
ornaments, while in former times women generally were content with a few 
silver ornaments, These instances prove that the wealth of the country 
has now increased enormously. Few were the educated men that were met 
with in the country in those days. But now their number has greatly 
multiplied. - 

101. Referring to the recent refusal of the Government of India to 
transmit to the India Office the resolutions adopted 
at the late Town Hall protest meeting, the Prattjna 
[Calcutta] of the 26th April writes :— | : , 

_ Our advice to all Indians now is, that if they are really so very eager for 
their own happiness and their own livelihood, let them first combine and devote 
themselves to the service of their mother-country. Let them not hesitate to 
boycutt things of English make, even if by so doing they are compelled to clothe 
themselves with the bark and feed themselves on the leaves of trees. Let them 
take an oath to abjure drinking and fix their attention firmly on the improve- 


‘Relations between the rulers 
and the rulei in India. 


The condition of the country, 
past and present. 


Advice to modern India. 


ment of the national industries. 
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_ t expressions of sympathy wired by the 
ee “3 janeoarodl War "Minister for the losses sustained by 


India and Japan. India during the late earth-quake, the Sanjivans 


27th April writes:— ee ap 
( byte of pleasure and hope does this friendship between Japan and 


India send through our hearts ! a. 
ticing the recent suggestion of Lord Meat 
se it tp i. hold an Empire celebration on, the 24th May 
Indians and the Empire. next, writes :— 


Lord Meath should know that Indians cannot join such a celebration, with 


SANJIVANI, 
April 27th, 1905, 


SANJIVANI. 


their full hearts. The English do not permit the Indians to believe that 


they are citizens of the British Empire. Whenever an Indian goes to a British 
colony he is treated by the local colonists as an animal of a lower species. In 
their native country, too, the Indian cannot escape constant harassment. Will 
the English ever admit the Indians to the rights of British subjects? The 
Anglo-Indians are keeping the Indians from their birthrights. We only wish 
to be able to declare that we are citizens of the British Empire. 


104. Th er writes :— 
0 ow The proceedings in connexion with the late 


The late Provincial Conference Provincial Conference at Mymensingh passed off 
at Myme successfully, The majority of the Mymensingh 
zamindars plucked up courage and joined in these proceedings. Seven peasants 
also spoke with success in the meetings of this Conference. They have shown 
that the congresses and conferences are not affairs got up by mere “ Babus.” 
The Musalman community of Mymensingh, too, joined hands, and out of a total 
of 400 volunteers, no less than 150 were Musalmans. One-third of the total 
number of speakers at the Conference again were Musalmans. This goes to 
prove that the Conference is not the work of the Hindu section of the public 
in particular, Further, the vakils and mukhtars on this occasion would not 

uarrel about precedence, they being the charioteers of the Conference chariot. 

ven the Government Pleader boidly joined the Conference. A teacher of the 
Netrokona School asked for leave of absence of the School Committee to attend 
the Conference. One of this Committee was a Munsif, and if the teacher had 
not expressly stated his object in asking for leave, no difficulty would have been 
made about it. But he preferred boldly to say that it was to attend the 
Conference that he wanted leave, and as leave was not granted, he resigned 
his appointment. Such was the spirit which animated the Mymensingh public. 

105. The Mihir-o-Sudiakar [Calcutta] of the 28th April has the 
| following :— 

The echoes of struggles for independence from 
surrounding countries are penetrating into the ears 
of the entire Indian public and creating in their minds a feeling of stir and dis- 
content in these the opening years of the twentieth century. Everybody from 
the politician to the peasant labours under a feeling of vague want and is 
actively giving loud vent to his complaints. Every official from the village 
chaukidar to the Deputy Magistrate, and from the District Magistrate to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, seems to have incurred the displeasure of the public. 
From the school-boy to the highly educated University graduate everybody 
has one thought—the attainment of one thing—which will remove ail 
- his discontent and suffering. The public at large are in a state of discontent. 
On fields and under the shade of trees are often assembled groups, where 
subjects are discussed, which how few ever think of seriously investigating. 

We, with our education, are enmeshing the masses in coils of words and 
thereby creating discontent where contentment had hitherto been the universal 
rule. A universal discontent prevails now from one end of India to the other. 
At the present moment, with the schools closed for the summer vacation, the 
school-boys have returned to their homes and each is trying to sow the seed of 
discontent in his native village. 

The‘history of the whole world teaches that the progress and welfare of 
& country always depends on the contentment of its inhabitants and on the 
existence of sympathy between the different sections of its population, In this 
country, however, we do not witness any exhibition of sympathy with any: 
effort for the public good, nor any attempts to open out new paths of advance- 
ment, All efforts here seem concentrated on speech-making, The one aim 
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in life of everybody here is to criticise Government. Our one aim is to find 
fault with ia ‘alii which the Viceroy has perhaps devised after deep 
thought for the public good. Have we ever paused to think that our future 
welfare is dependent on ourselves, that our liberty depends on the state of our 
own society, that the improvement of the commerce of the country lies with 
ourselves? We only wish to be free, we would only speak at random, abuse 
Government and do away with section 124 of the Indian Penal Code. This ig 
the burden of our cries, and this is the cause of the present discontents. 

106. Referring to the Lahore protest meeting under the presidentship of 
Rai Saheb Muralidhar, the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of 
the 28th April says that Lord Curzon’s conduct 
has roused the spirit of protest all over the country. However antagonistic 
the conduct of the Government may be, this unanimous protest on the part of 
the people will never be ineffectual. 

107. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta! of the 29th April notices the protest 

meeting at Lahore on the 21st April, which, the 
paper says, was a success, and asks if it has touched 
the heart of Lord Curzon. 
108. Referring to Lord Curzon’s refusal to forward the resolutions of 
the Calcutta protest meeting to the Secretary of 
State, the Banga Darpan (Chinsura] of the 29th 
April writes as follows :— 

Now, how would you behave towards the man who looks down upon you 
and upon all the Eastern nations, and not only upon the present members of 
such nations, but also upon their forefathers to the twenty-fourth generation, 
and, instead of keeping his feelings to himself, does not feel the least hesitation 
in openly giving expression to them? He is the representative of the | 
Sovereign, and as such his orders must be obeyed by you, for his orders are 
the orders of the Sovereign and it is your duty to carry out your Sovereign’s 
orders. But in matters where there is no such obligation, are you prepared to 
show that you resent the discourtesy ? May we hope that after this you will 
not yourselves add to your indignity by following the Viceroy and his 
Secretaries like shadows in levees, in meaningless ceremonies of paying respect 
or with the object of title-hunting? Silent protest is the best i of showing 
fi feelings in the present case, and is most natural where your feelings have 

een most deeply wounded. ~~ 

109. Referring to the meeting convened by a Musalman Barrister of 

The anti-protest meeting in Bombay to protest against the meetings held 
Bombay. to condemn Lord Curzon’s Convocation speech, . 
the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the Ist May suys that when 'the 
law to abolish slavery was framed in England for the first time, one slave 
was found to object to the passing of that law. 2 

110. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 29th April has the following :-— 

When the Prince of Wales, now King Edward 
VII, came to visit India thirty years ago, a noti- 
fication was issued to the effect that no presents 
should be given him by the princes of India exceeding two thousand 
pounds in value. A similar notification forbidding the giving of.any presents 
by them to the Prince of Wales has been issued on the present cccasion also. 
We have already seen the result of the previous notification when His Majesty . 
carried away presents exceeding 75 lakhs in value in exchange for those whose 
value was about 6 lakhs. 

We have yet to see how the order issued now will be observed. 

111, The Ratnakar Saar) of the 29th April says :— - 

3 o long we used to hear only of white men 

ae petnene Sadiens ond killing black men. But enh we sometimes 

siti _ hear of an Indian beating or even killing a white 

man. Thisis a good sign. Unduly indulged by white judicial officers, the 

European roughs in this country have become so much oppressive that unless 

the Indians take the law into their own hands they cannot save their honour, 
lives and properties from the hands of those ruffians. 

112. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 29th April says :— 


pes: The writers in the ‘socialist newspapers 10 
The socialists in England. | e socla pape 
mnie. England, such asthe Justice, etc., are trying to 


The Lahore protest meeting. 


The protest meeting at Lahore. 


Lord Curzon and the resolutions 
of the Calcutta protest meeting. 


The forthcoming royal visit to 
Iadia. 
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the inhabitants of India also, into their ranks. The authorities in 

Cocland os therefore, getting angry. This is alarming to us. We should 

turn a deat ear to the ravings of the socialists. Uncontrolled and wild 

ambition only leads men to perdition. - : | as 

‘ug to the refusal of the Magistrate of Berhampur to allow 

map Po snips a? number of inhabitants of mye, 4 ~ hold get 

_ Duties of Indians in case Of in the streets from Gorabazar to Ukilpara at 11 P.m., 
interference with religious worship. the same paper rides: tie Silt jae 


> 


BasvUMATI. 


We shall follow the ordinances of our religion, but only with the permission 


of the gora (white man) of Gorabazar; and if we do not obtain the permission 
we shall in a body sit down to draw up a complaint to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and make a row in the newspapers! Does our duty then end with 
mere expression of our anger with the Magistrate? What else can we do, 
it will be said, but cry if we do not get sympathy froma Magistrate who is 
an alien in race, religion and language, and who knows nothing of our religion, 
rites and practices? This is our love of God, our earnestness and our attach- 
ment to religion! The name for which the devout Prahlad was thrown 
under the feet of an elephant, into the sea and into the fire, and was forced to 
drink poison, but which he, in spite of such cruel persecution, did not for sake— 
that honeyed name of Hari (God), we, the faithless fools of the kak yuga 
(iron age), refrain from taking for the fiery looks ofa Magistrate, for fear lest we 
should be subjected to criminal — Are we a fit people to make 
Harisankirtan (to sing the praise of God)? 


114. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 30th April, in a long article headed 
: ‘Truthfulness of Government officials,” has the 
Anglo-Indian truthfulness. follow ng :-— | 

In his Convocation speech Lord Curzon boasted of the truthfulness of his 
countrymen, But we see the doings of the Anglo-Indian officers denote quite 
the contrary. ‘lhe English people might be telling the truth in their dealings 
with other people, but in their dealings with the Indians it is but seldom 
that truth escapes their lips, What a love of truthfulness has been shown by 
the official class in observing the terms of Her late Majesty’s Proclamation of 
1857, in the disposal of the famine fund, and in its dealings with the perma- 
nently-settled estates, European truthfulness is well-known to the Indians, 
and Lord Curzon, the Korean traveller, would have done well in not boasting 
of it. 

The Road cess, the Public Works cess and the chaukidari tax have been 
levied against the terms of the Permanent Settlement. Their truthfulness 
did not end here. When levying these cesses distinct pledges as to their 
disposal were given, but they have been broken. How can we call those that 
are thus trampling the truth under foot as men belonging to ignorant and 
low classes of the English people, because we know that they are educated and 
have respectable connections. When the question of giving higher appoint- 
ments to the Indians was raised, Lord Curzon replied that the natives of this 
country were wanting in the mental calibre necessary to discharge the duties of 
such appoinments, but unfortunately the high-class English people appointed b 
the Governor-General in Council show their meanness and disregard for’ trut 
in dealing with us. During the last thirty years, the people of Bengal have 
paid 12 crores of rupees as road-cess. If this sum had been spent in remov- 
ing the local needs of the people according to the promise of the Secretary 
of State, we would not be hearing of the complaints of the people against 
malaria and scarcity of drinking-water in the mufassal. 


115. The Dacea Prakas [Dacca] of the 30th April writes :— | 
1. 4 ee ge The sittings of the Assam Provincial Con- 
ference. em «Cn ference at Dibrugarh on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th 


April last passed off successfully. The local theatre 
was suitably decorated and chosen as the place uf meeting. Over a thousand 


people representing the culture and wealth of Assam took part i 
Conference and the Raja of Gauripur presided. ’ 7 
116. The Roenama-i-Mukaddas Hablut Mateen (Calcutta) of the Ist May: 
notices that the Persian community of Bomba 
uae of Com have started a Chamber of Cina under the 
presidentship of the Persian Consul-General. 


7 ey 
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117. The Histavarta [Calcutta } of the 80th April says that there are two 
eee sets of people who give the Indians much trouble 
The interlopers in Indis. -one being the interlopers, that is, the lanting 
community, and the other, the European soldiers. At present the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Trades Association are practical y the rulers of this 
country. Even a haughty Governor like Lord Curzon has to bend his head 
low before them. Anvarchical India was a windfall to the traders and, therefore, 
it is the traders who rule over it. 


Uriya Papers. 


118. The Uriya and Navasumvad a of the 19th April thanks 

: | Government for the annual ee of twelve and- 

The recent Government grant a half lakhs of rupees to the District Boards of 

to the District Boards of Bengal. Bengal, which will now be in & position to effect 
improvements in various ways. 

119, The Samvad Vahska [Balasore] of the 20th April states that heavy 

rain fell in Balasore last week and that the sky is 


The weather in Balasore. still cloud y. ee 
120. The same paper says that cholera prevails in village Chhanna in the 
Cholera in Balasore. Basta thana in the Balasore district. 


121. A correspondent of the same paper says that on the 9th instant a 
meeting of educated Brahmans was held at Ram- 
chandra iol house in Balasore under the presidency 
of Babu Baidyanath Misra with the object of establishing a Brahman Samiti in 
that town. The Samiti will have for its object the improvement of the 
condition of the Brahmans in Balasore. Considering that the Brahman Samiti 
of Puri has, according to the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 22nd instant, done 
very useful work, it is clear that the Brahmans of Orissa are alive to their 
present wants and are paving the way to their progress, thereby setting 
examples to other denuminations of the Hindu community. , 
122. The Kharial correspondent of the Garjatbasins [Talcher] of the 
22nd April says that small-pox is raging virulently 
in that place. 
123. The same correspondent says that the 
’ mango crop in that State is hopeful. 
124. ‘The same paper states that the Ubhdé Jaira in honour of goddess 
atk Ms Hingula in village Gopal Prosad in the Talcher 
gies State was attended by only 20,000 men and women 
and that many people were prevented from joining the fair by the circulation 
of the false ramour, which had its origin in Cuttack, that attempts were being 
made by secret agents to seize men,: women and children to offer them as 
sacrifices before some god or goddess. 
125. The Star of Utkal | Cuttack] of the 22nd April states that the very 
fact that Lord Curzon has provided only 8 millions 
The rere pte gece of rupees for the education of 280 millions of 
emprd Po Indians and 15 millions of rupees for the main- 
tenance of their police, suggests either that the 
Indians, according to His Excellency, need the police more than education, or 
that His Excellency thinks that education does not improve their morale in 
any way. | , 
126. ‘The same paper looks upon the grant of of 25 per cent. of their 
" incomes to all District Boards by the Govern- 
to the Dinter Boxernment grant ment of Lord Curzon as undoubtedly the most 
oe important contribution to the development of local 
self-government which has been made since Lord Ripon enlarged the powers 
and duties. of the District and Local Boards. 
127, The same paper draws the attention of Government to the deplor- 
ee a de eles ct able condition of the caves of Khandagiri aud 
Udeyagiriin Puri. Cs«J datygiri in the Puri district, and hopes that as 
they are in no way inferior to the caves of Ajanta 


and Elephanta, Government will take steps to prevent them from falling 
iuto ruins. 


A Brahman Samiti in Balasore. 


Small-pox in Kharial. 


The mango crop in Kharial. 
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correspondent. of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 
a 22nd "april again brings the state of Similighai to 
The state of Similighai. the notice of the authorities, and states that unless 
an embankment is constructed there, the residents of the neighbouring villages 
will incur heavy loss. 
‘pur correspondent of the same r states that several 
ae houses joa been burnt Sane in that town within 
Alleged incendiarism at Jajpur. 4 short period, and that they are attributed to 
‘ncendiarism. The well-to-do residents of. that town are therefore com pelled 
to entertain their own watches, as the chaukidars do not attend to their patrol 
ies properly. 
ee. Phe same correspondent writes that so many men bring lague 
with them from Calcutta and die in the Jajpur 
The pages ot Sagper. subdivision that the medical officers of that sub- 
division find it difficult to attend to es. patient properly. 
131. The same correspondent says that the 
temperature in that place is fast rising. 
132, The same correspondent regrets to state that the deputation of the 
unsif of Jajpur to Cuttack town once a month 
causes considerable inconvenience to a large number 
of men in that town. Many suffer losses in various ways. _ 
133. The same paper approves of the proposal to hold a Conference of 
| the people of Khallicote and Athgurh at Rambha 
A proposed Conference of the on the 29th and 30th instant to consider questions 
ore velating to improvements in the existing state of 
the arts, agriculture, education and sanitation of that State. The subject of 
social reform will also form a part of the programme. The Maharaja of 
meh gg preside over the meeting. 
134. Referring ‘to a torture case in Nilgiriin which the Raja of that 
a State is said to be implicated, the same paper, 
A tortace onto i See while reserving its comments till the publication 
of all the details, suggests that such things should not have been possible in a 
State presided over by a Dewan who is a pensioned officer of Government, 


The weather at Jajpur. 


The Munsif of Jajpur. 


AssaM Papers. 
135. The Stlehar [Cachar ]} of the 30th April writes :— 


Mr. Faller and Judicial appoint- 
ments in Assam. 


Upper Assam. Assam is a non-regulation province 
and even the spectacle of an army Captain being 
a Judge looks well there. There is a dearth of qualified judicial officers in 
the province, so anybody and everybody is armed with judicial powers. 
There is no counting the number of incompetent judicial officers who have 
been armed with first-class powers. Mr, Fuller isan obstinate man, who has 
no respect for laws and rules and who often acts against his own orders. He 


has become almost a self-willed Czar, who does anything he chooses. 
136. The same paper writes :-- 
* In the Hailakandi subdivision of Cachar, there 
Cache att OF two mukhtars in ig a mukhtar named Banamali Dhur, who, in 
' addition to practising his profession, conducts a 
loan business. On this account Mr. Cammiade wrote to the High Court to 
cancel his sanad as a mukhtar. The case is still pending. 


UTRALpirixa, 
April 22nd, 1905. 
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UTKALD!PIKa. 


SILCHAR, 


Captain Herbert has been appointed Judge of April 30th, 1905. 


SILCHAR. 


But what notice are the authorities going take of the case of mukhtar Ram 


Narain Das? Ram Narain formerly ran a business as @ contractor in addition 
to his prpfession as a mukhtar. ‘Ihe High Court interfered and Ram Narain 


48 now transferred the contractor’s business nominally to his brother, but » 


actually he still manages it. He is openly letting out at interest the 
of the High School. . oo : | ere meee 


137. The same paper writes: — 


‘A complaint about acattle-pound. , . reat good has resulted from the innovation 
ee recently by the Assam Government. of 
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keeping the pounds under its direct control and one gurus of pathsalas and 
branch eb. Postuestens in charge of them. e notice therefore with regret 
that although there is a pound close to the branch post office at Salcha : 
the management of this pound has not been placed in the hands of Golak Babe’ 
the Postmaster, but in the hands of a man who gets nine rupees, which ig 
to include the upkeep of a cowherd. But is nine rupees adequate in such 
case? The cattle are sure to be half-fed. 


BIDHUBHUSHAN MUKERJEA, 
Ofg. Bengali Translator. 


Benoa. TRANsLaATor’s OFFICE, 
The 6th May 1905. 
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I.—Foreran Poritics. 


593. The Bengal reviews the relations between Russia and Japan from 
the time of the China-Japanese war and compares 
—— the Russian seizure of Manchuria and the rapid 


hments upon Korea with the gradual absorption of Burma by England. 
The Russian failure, however, is ascribed to Russia underestimating the 


h of her opponent, 

stron. The Maabeles writes that speculation is rife as to whether the 
assassination of the Chinese Amban and his entire 
antes io nenanORe escort has any political significance, and what steps 
China is gding to take toavenge the murder of her representative. At any 
rate one thing is clear, namely, that the deceased Amban owes his death to the 
prominent part he played in inducing the Tibetans to sign the British Con- 
vention. It is now clear, says the journal, in what an actively hostile light they 
regard the hateful treaty, and it would not be surprising if at this juncture the 

Dalai Lama himself appeared in Lhassa. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


595. A correspondent writes to the Indian Mirror complaining of the apathy 

displayed by the district sition in the Jayram- 
pur burglary. Owing to the Inspector in charge of 
the subdivision exercising no supervision over his subordinates, no endeavours 
are being made to trace the offenders, who might yet be apprehended and 
the stolen property recovered, if the local police were compelled to exert 
themselves. 


Tho Jayrampur burglary, Nadia. 


(d)—Educatwon. 


596. The appointment of a third-rate graduate to the newly-created post 
it of Inspector of Schoolsin Assam 1s, says the Bengalee, 
Se ry eee a jobbery of the most flagrant kind, and the inspired 
explanation of the Pioneer does not present the case in a less unfavourable light. 
In his determination to punish those whom he looked upon as Sir Henry Cotton’s 
“men,” Mr, Fuller overlooked the claims of some of the most brilliant graduates 
who had the additional recommendation of being in Government service. As 
regards ‘‘ administrative ability,” Professor Brahmachari of the Cotton College 
possessed it in a remarkable degree, for he had more than once officiated as 
Principal of the first College in the Province. 
697. The very common fact that the use of text-books in all forms of 
elementary teaching has been practically con- 
can’ o°k* in elementary edu- demned by educationists appears, says New India, 
_ to have been completely ignored by the experts 
who formulated the new scheme of rural education for Bengal. Object lessons 
are the best means of imparting elementary education, and'the gurus in the 
pathsalas should be trained in these more modern methods by means of text- 
books which should be prepared by experts first in English and then translated 
into the vernacular. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


598. The annual exodus of people from Calcutta on the outbreak ot 

i plague, ogy 8 ya apr yo porn ample proof, 
he sanitation of Calcutta and says the Indian Mirror, of t opular belief that 
ed Se oe the town is getting more Racal The earth, 
— air, and water have been contaminated and vitiated 
in consequence of overcrowding. The sewers originally intended to convey 
surface and subsoil water have now been connected with privies. This causes 
the accumulation of noxious gases, which owing to the absence of proper 
ventilation, pass back into the houses. Simple shafts should be made and 
the materials of the gases deodorised or oxidised by means of charcoal, 


carbide of iron or combustion. The attention of the-municipal authorities 
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and the Government is drawn to this matter, which demands serious 
attention. Foul matter escapes at leaky places, and sewer gasenters filtered. 
water pipes which rua alongside and remain dry at certain places during nop. 
pumping hours. Drinking water is thus contaminated by sewer gas as well 4, 
by the 30 years’ accumulation of dirt which is in the mains 
599. The Bengalee condemns the perfunctory manner in which some 
Municipal Sanitary Inspectors perform their duties 
Curiosities of municipal prose- tooether with the conduct of the eng Municipal 
cation. Magistrate who is in the habit of fining unoffending 
ople. Its gives particulars of a case in which the owner of No. 16, Suri 
ne, was notified to replace the pan of the connected privy, as.it was very 
old and dirty and there was no unfiltered-water connection. The Munici- 
pal Water-Works Department testified to the fact that the premises were 
already connected with unfiltered water and the tenant, a European gentleman, 
expressed his satisfaction with the flushing arrangements of the privy. In 
addition to these facts, a new Sanitary Inspector examined and found every- 
thing in working order, but considered that it would soon be bad. a 
spite of all this evidence the Magistrate fined the party Rs. 5. 
600. The Government Resolution on the proposed municipal decentra- 
lisation scheme does not inspire the Zndian Mirror 
The Calcutta Municipal Decen- with much hope as to the future of municipal 
casa - government in Calcutta. The journal finds it 
merely an enlargement of the district scheme blended with all the evils and 
terrors of the present discredited Municipal Act. ‘The officials will prepon- 
derate ever the non-officials, and the latter will be reduced to mere cyphers. 
‘The Commissioners have not been allowed to discuss the details of the 
scheme, and its publication after being cut and dried will be of no practical 
use. 
601. A correspondent of the Indian Mirror complains of the want of 
sufficient filtered water in Ward No. IV and 
wecrcity of filtered water in points to the fact that medical men ascribe the 
pombe increase in the number of deaths from cholera 
to the consumption of unfiltered water by poor people generally. 
602. The Amrita Bazar Pairtka reproduces a letter from a correspondent 
maa seriously complaining of the scarcity in the supply 
; of filtered water in Bechu Chatterjee’s Street, Ward. 
No. 1V. For the last three months the unfortunate rate-payers have been 
suffering iu this way, and although the quarterly taxes have just been extorted 
from them, there appears to be no improvement. whatsoever. The writer begs 
Mr. Greer to give the matter his serious attention. What a difference, 
remarks the Amrita Bazar Pairtka, between the European and the Native 
quarter of the town, thanks to the Mackenzie Act ! | 
603. ‘The Bengalee notices that the clerks employed in the Municipal 
_.  QOlfice have been deprived of gazetted holidays 
pS re the Munici- since the advent of Mr. Gainsford, the present 
pal Ottice. ; ; ; >. t 4 
Secretary. During the last Sarasvait Puja holli- 
days the Secretary’s Department was kept open to expedite work, so as to 
enable Mr. Gainsford to attend the Lucknow Races. The last Muharrum and 
Easter vacations were also denied the poor clerks. | 
604. The Bengalee writes that enhanced municipal taxation inevitably 
follows a revision of assessment, no matter in what 
| condition the property’ assessed may be. The 
usual pleas, viz., the increased value of land and the dearness of building 
materials, are advanced on the occasion of each revision, regardless of the fact 
that the cost of materials is not nearly so high as it was in 1897, the year 
of the earthquake, ‘This, in the upinion of the journal, is absolute oppression, 
more particularly as the maximum of taxation has long-ago heen reached. 
605. A correspondent writing to the Indian Mirror in connection with 
eo the proposed estabiishment of Borough Councils in 
cipal Administragon, = (tCStié«<C Ct, draws the attention of His Excellency 


the Viceroy and the Bengal Government to the 
utter exclusion of the landed aristocracy from the present Corporation. 


While they are called upon to carry out all manner of improvements, etc., they 


Mu:icipal assessment. 
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‘are not permitted to have a voice in municipal affairs which closely affect them. 


i the 
usion, the writer suggests that if the Government were to take 
sonia into their vondidense ined of vituperative orators and titled pedago- 
gues, the interests of the people would be better served. — kil 
‘606. To the Amrita Bazar Patrika there seems nothing objectionable in 
the proposal to introduce the Borough system of 
municipal administration into Calcutta, as the 
system has proved a real boon in London, and there 
is no reason why it should not also prove beneficial in this “yt if it is properly 
worked. {In London the Borough Councils are controlled oy the representatives 
of the rate-payers, but will this be the case here, or will they be presided over 
by Government officials? This is a most important consideration which deeply 
affects the entire question, 
607. The Bengalee complains of the hide godown nuisance in Colutolla 
Street, which is one of the most crowded, if not 
The hide godown nuisance in the most crowded, thoroughfare in the Northern 
— Division of the town. The people of the locality 
are compelled to keep their windows closed day and night to shut out the 
dreadful stench, and they have submitted petition after petition to the Chairman 
of the Corporation in vain. Some time agoa scheme was prepared by the 
Health Officer for the removal of the hide godowns toa place near Tangra, 
but it has anparently been allowed to fall through to suit the convenience of 
the powerful body of Anglo-Indian hide merchants. 


The Borough system of Muni- 
cipal Administration. 


(h)— General. 


608. The Behar News writes that after being accustomed to read in 


| newspapers about the conduct of European officials, 
at eS Sic Maiti," it is quite a relief to find in Mr. Bentinck such a 
= aa kind and sympathetic officer and a European of 
such noble character, whose very presence hallows the atmosphere in which he 
lives and moves. 


609. The Bengalee considers that in the ubsence of valid reasons, the 
| Government of India have neither the option nor 
: ym —" and the pro- the right to withhold from the Secretary of State 


the resolutions of the protest meeting forwarded by 
Dr. Rash Behari Ghose. Such action affords conclusive evidence of the 


Russianisation of the Administration. Since Lord Curzon was the subject of the 
resolutions, he should have had the sense to have forwarded them in ordinary 
fairness, and his action amounts to a confession of defeat, as he withholds from 
his superior officer the deliberate verdict of the people unreservedly. con- 
demning his administration. 
610. The Amrita Bazar Patrika draws the attention of His Honour the 


Lieutenant-Governor to the conduct of Mr. Hallifax, 
Hindu religious procession dis- 


Be whose refusal to permit the Hindus of Berhampur 

pyres Beg a a fe sing Harinam in the streets of Gorabazar ind 

es Vakilpara on the ground that it was noisy, has hurt 
their religious susceptibilities,” 


611, The Bengalee severely criticises the Magistrate of Murshidabad for 


aan rejecting the petition of the Hindu community of 


ack Gorabazar who prayed to be allowed to sing 
hymns in the streets from candle-light to 11 p.m. The journal reminds this 


officer that his decision has seriously interfered with religion, and it calls 
upon the Commissioner to cancel this preposterous order. 


612. The Amrita Bazar Pairika advises a persistent a itation for the 


withdrawal of the circular subordinating District 
The circular defini a dass S Uistric 
of Divisional poeceing Be peters Judges to Divisional Commissioners, as it 


threatens to ruin the administration of Bengal. 
Responsible officers ma 


be consulted for tne purposes of efficient administra- 
tion, but they should consist of Judges selected to represent the judicial, 
some Members of Council, at least-one of whom should be non-official, to 
represent the legislative questions, and one representative leader of the non- 
official commpnity to correct purely official views. - | 
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613. The Bengalee writes that the recent circular issued by the Govern. 
ment of Bengal bringing District and Sessions 
Judges under the “disciplinary control” of Com- 
missioners is the thin end of the wedge to destroy 
the independence of the judiciary. That the High Court should have acquiesced 
in this arrangement is perfectly astounding, and nothing that this highest 
tribunal in the land has done or omitted to do in recent times, could have 
lowered it more in the estimation of the people than such want on abdication 
of authority. It now remains tu be seen whether the District Judges themselves 
will enter a vigerous and united protest against the circular or not. 

614. Referring tv the part of this circular which lays down the relations 
which must exist in future between Commissioners 
and their Subordinate Magistrates, the Amrita 
Bazar Pairikais constrained to observe that the harmonious relations which 
have been set up with veare of toil and labour will be seriously disturbed. The 
very existence of such a circular will in nine cases out of ten make the head of 
a Division believe that it is his duty to rule the District Magistrate with a rod of 
iron and constant friction must inevitably result. This, then, is likely to be the 
nett result of the circular so far as the executive are concerned, and why the 
Lieutenant-Governor, who claims to be already overwhelmed with work, has 
_— himself in a position to be easily drawn into social squabbles, is quite 

uzzling. 

' 615. Commenting on Sir Andrew Fraser’s denunciation of the Bengali 
Press, the Amrita Bazar Patrika* states that His 
Honour came with a deep-rooted prejudice against 
the Press, as one Bengali paper just after his 
appointment as Lieutenant-Governor had accused him of “having most 
unfriendly feelings towards the Bengalis.” Dissatisfaction at the Viceroy’s 
selection, however, extended to the Anglo-Indian Press, which opposed his 
appointment in virulent language. The members of the Bengal Civil Service 
also expressed their disgust at having him for their Chief. He soon fell foul of 
the Press by supporting the Official Secrets Act, but no evidence was 
forthcoming that any of his demi-official papers had really been published. 

In|finding fault with the Indian Press, Sir Andrew Fraser fails to justify 
his own protection of Magistrates whose vagaries are numerous and grave. 

616. The Hindoo Patrwt regards the criticism against the nomination 

~. a system as somewhat overdrawn and unfair, inasmuch 
ee ee asit has been unreservedly condemned without 
It should be remembered that the chief object of the 
Government in introducing such a system was to muke the service represen- 
tative of every class and at the same time to preserve the interests of higher 
education, otherwise University qualifications would not have been made a 
sine qua non. The competitive system was by no means infallible, and it would 
be too much to insist that a first-class scholar must make a satisfactory 
Government officer. Nomination largely dependent on educational fitness may 
succeed better than competition and deserves an honest trial. 

617. The Bengalee wonders whether the Judicial Secretary is aware that 
_ his clerks were made to attend office during the 
m aster holidays by their over-zealous Registrar. 

What was the urgent work for the disposal of which 
the unfortunate clerks in this Department were made to forego their legitimate | 
holidays? It seems that Registrars in Government offices are never so happy 
as when ae | are grinding their subordinates, and it behoves the authorities to 
issue & Circular preventing this abuse of petty power by a class of officers who 
draw the salary of a Joint Magistrate for merely acting the post-office. 


The circular defining the powers 
of Divisional Comn. issioners. 


Ibid. 


Sir A. Fraser’s denunciation of 
the Bengali Press. 


Stoppage of Easter holidays 
the Judicial Department. 


IJI,—LecIs.arion. 


618. A correspondent writing to the Amrita Bazar Patrika vehemently 
, ® protests against the proposed Jute Bill and urges 
be re oe ™ _ _ all concerned to carry on a sustained agitation 
until the measure is suitably modified. It is customary for traders in country 
jute to advance large sums of money to the Beparis who merely grow the fibre, 
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-# the latter are harassed by such measures of Government they will 
ims ra owing jute at all, hich would totally cripple the industry and 
ruin the code . This must assuredly be the case if the proposed Jute Bt 2 

an 


into law, and it therefore behoves every t to resist this 
mischievous measure. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEous, 


619. In reviewing the presidential address at the Bengal Provincial. 


Conference, the Bengalee disagrees with the state- 

Benge! Provincial Conference. ont of the Hon'ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu 
that Sir Andrew Fraser was helpless in the matter of the abolition of the 
competitive test for recruitment to the public service. His Honour could well 
have protested against the innovation, but he has apparently been ge: 
ready to allow himself to be made a tool of by his official superior, the 


Viceroy. 

The journal supports the President’s opinion that political agitation should 
be continued, as wholesome and beneficial effects produced in different direc- 
tions show that the labour has not been altogether fruitless. : 

620. Commenting on the Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu’s presiden- 

tial address at the Mymensingh Conference, the 

_— Indian Mirror agrees generally with his remarks, 

but finds many disappointing features, such as the cursory mention of malaria 
and sanitation, industrial and agriculture reform, technical education, etc. The 
omission of the subject of agriculture is more glaring, since a large number of 
cultivators had been asked to attend the meetings. It is also regretted that ne 


attention was given to ethical training, which is the strongest point in the | 


educational system of Japan. | 
621. The Bengalee describes the last Mymensingh Conference as the 
ani greatest Conference ever held, for thousands 
gathered together and intelligently recounted their 
grievances and earnestly sought to stay the hand of reaction which woald 
partition their province, split up their language, restrict local self-govern- 
ment, etc. It was no sectional opinion that found expression at this memorable 
Conference, but the unanimous verdict of the entire province; and no one has 
done more to unite the zamindar and the raiyat, the Muhammadan and the 
Hindu in such firm and compact opposition to his reactionary policy as Lord 

Curzon himself. - 

622. Commenting on an a er pa. sai in the Indian Daily News 
ee on ‘* The Self-Government of the Philippines,” the 
India and - Philippine — Amriia Bazar Patrika agrees with Po ga that 
the English people will find their ideas about the government of India pro- 
ceeding on a wrong basis. ‘The nett result of British rule in India is, says the 


Pairika, poverty, plague, cholera, malaria, fame, the disappearance of the 


higher classes, and the gradual emasculation of the people. The Government 
officials are responsible for this, and they should be replaced by men like the 


writer of the article referred to above, or the people should unanimously 


demand self-government under British guidance. 

The journal draws a comparison between the Filipinos and the Indians 
and points out that the American Government are in reality endeavouring to 
help the people to attain self-government, and although they have just begun 
three out of the seven Judges in the Supreme Court, including the Chief J ustice, 
are Filipinos. More Filipinos than Americans have also been registered as 
eligible for appointments in the Philippines, 

623. The Indian Mirror refers favourably to the presidential address at 

the Muhammadan Educational Conference and 


The presidential address at t! 3 nse 
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